Kid’s Slot – March 16th – March 22nd, 2008 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that Jesus has already defeated Satan at the cross and won the war, but Satan is still fighting the battle.

PREPARATION: You will need a long piece of rope to be used in a game of “Tug of War”, masking tape, paper, markers, and the words YDA FO LIVE on one side of a piece of poster board or construction paper and the unscrambled words on the other side DAY OF EVIL, scissors, scotch tape, another piece of poster board, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Ephesians 6:10-18 and Romans 8:38-39

ICEBREAKER: Divide the children as evenly as possible for a game of tug of war.  (If you can, this game works best outside.)  Put a piece of masking tape on the floor and on the rope to indicate the middle.  Then put two more pieces of masking tape to the right and left of the rope, about twelve inches from the center of the rope.  Have the children pull the rope until the second piece of masking tape crosses over the middle tape on the floor.  You can trade people from side to side and play the game a few times.

READ: “AND THE WINNER IS…” 

Bible Story (on the other side)
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Who knows why we call the game we just played “Tug of War?”  (It’s a battle to see who wins, it’s hard work - one side loses and one side wins just like in a real war, it’s a struggle.)  Just like we struggled to see who was going to win, there is a struggle going on in our world today between powers of evil and the powers of God.  The Bible has different names for the forces of evil that fight against God:  rulers, authorities, powers, principalities, dominions, spiritual forces of evil.  I know some of the words sound different to you, but each one of them describes someone who has power and authority over someone else.  “Satan” is the name we give to the evil ruler.  He is not a funny guy in a red suit carrying a pitchfork like we see on cartoons.  He is the one who wants to make the world a miserable and unhappy place.  He wants to be the boss.

Read: Ephesians 6:13

God says there are special times when Satan makes a strong attack on Christians.  From the verse I just read, see if you can unscramble these words to see when it is that Satan makes his attacks?  (Show card you previously prepared with the scrambled words and let them try to guess.  Next, show them the other side.)  That’s right!  In the days of Paul of the New Testament, the day of evil might happen when Christians were arrested and sent to jail.  Today, Satan might try to destroy families, or tempt you to sin.  The Good News is that Jesus is always the winner in the end.  No matter what happens to us, nothing can take us away from God’s love.  Listen to this verse from the Bible: 

Read:  Romans 8:38-39 (Choose a child that can read this for you if possible.)

Let’s join hands and shout, “This is a promise from God to you!!!”
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”  Ephesians 6:11








ACTIVITY:  Give each child a piece of paper and marker.  Ask them to think up ways Satan is trying to destroy their lives, their schools, their neighborhoods, their families and their country.  Have them write their ideas on a piece of paper.  You will need to help the younger children.  (Here are some suggestions:  Wars, Problems in the White House, Pollution, Crime, Homeless People, Kids Shooting at Schools, Bombs, Sickness, Hurricane Katrina)  After they have written their thoughts, have the children cut the words out and tape them to a large piece of poster board, making a type of collage.





Say:  Doesn’t it look to you as though Satan is putting together a plan to destroy our lives and our world?  Let me explain something to you:


First, Satan wants you to think you cannot win (and that’s a lie!)


Second, God gives you weapons to fight Satan, and we’ll learn about putting on God’s armor in another lesson!  Third and this is the best, Jesus has already won over Satan when He died on the cross and rose from the dead—and Satan knows this!  (On the opposite side of the poster board, have one of the children draw a large cross, the size of the poster, to remind them that Jesus has already won the war against Satan.  If you have time, let the children color it with their markers.)





Say:  But, Satan is going to keep trying to make you miserable by tempting you to sin.  Just PRAY…PRAY…PRAY when you feel you are being attacked by Satan.  Get rid of him by telling him to leave you alone in the name of Jesus and not to tempt you anymore.  You have the right to do that!











RETURN:  Return to the Life Group. Have the children show the adults the side of the poster board that indicates Satan’s work in our world.  Now explain that Jesus has already won the battle against Satan by showing the side of the paper with the cross.  Recite the Bible verse together.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.





“AND THE WINNER IS…”


(Based on Ephesians 6:10-18 and Romans 8:38-39)
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