Kid’s Slot –  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1June 22nd – June 28th, 2008 
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn about what it means to be born again.

PREPARATION: You will need a small stuffed animal, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: John 3:1-7; and Ezekiel 36:26

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  If you could ask God for a miracle, what that miracle be?
READ: “Nicodemus Meets Jesus” Bible Story 

(on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Who went to see Jesus in secret?  (Nicodemus)
2. Jesus said no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is ___ ____.  (born again)
3. Why did Nicodemus say he knew Jesus came from God?  (because of the miracles Jesus did)
4. What must we get from God to change the way we live our life?  (A new heart)
LIFE APPLICATION:  (Since there are no right or wrong answers, encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.)
 DISCUSS:               

1. What would you like Jesus to change in your life?

2. How do you think it feels to get a new heart from God?

3. When you were born again, what was it like?

4. Do you know someone that changed after they were born again?  What happened?

 



There was a man named Nicodemus.  He was a ruler of the Jews.  He also was a Pharisee.  Pharisees knew a lot about the law of God, but did not always have the kind and sweet heart of God.


Nicodemus secretly went to Jesus at night so no one would see him.  He told Jesus he knew that Jesus came from God because of the miracles that Jesus did.


Jesus told Nicodemus no one can see the Kingdom of God unless he is born again.  “How can a man be born when he is old?”  Nicodemus asked.  “How can he become a baby after he is grown?”  Jesus answered, “No one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the spirit.  You must be born again just like the wind that blows wherever it pleases.  You hear the sound of the wind but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.  So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”  

We begin our life as a brand new person by being born as a brand new baby.  We all are born and get our start on a certain day at a certain time.  We even celebrate our birthday as a happy time of new beginnings. 


Jesus was speaking to all of us, as well as Nicodemus, when He explained that to enter into the world of God we must have a spiritual birth.  It also happens on a certain day and a certain time.


When this spiritual birth happens, we receive a new heart.  This new heart changes the way we live our lives in this world. 

There was once a boy named Billy that used to do bad things like fight with other boys, cheat on his spelling test and take the snacks from another child’s lunch. One day, Billy received a new heart from Jesus and he was born again! Same heart – but it was new again. It wasn’t filled with fighting, cheating and stealing, but filled with God’s love, peace and patience. Billy’s heart was changed because God changed him from the inside out!

In order to be a part of God’s world, we all must be born again.  We must ask God’s spirit to come in us and give us a new heart.  When we receive that new heart, we are born again.  Have you been born again?

God wants all of us to have a new heart and a new birthday – the day we are born again, from above, with God’s power, God’s presence and God’s purpose in our lives! Give your heart to God today! Ask him today to be the boss of your life!
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~ adapted in part from The Children’s Ministry of Bethany World Prayer Center

ACTIVITY:  “HOT AND COLD”


Choose a small stuffed animal to hide.  Select one child to close their eyes while you hide it.  The rest of the children can watch where the stuffed animal is hidden.  Then, as the selected person begins to look for the stuffed animal, the other children can tell him/her “HOT” if he/she is getting close or “COLD if he/she is looking in the wrong direction.  Give each child a chance to look for the hidden stuffed animal. 





Tell the children that just like looking for the stuffed animal, Jesus is looking for us – seeking to find us – so we can give our hearts to Him. Ask the children if they have given their hearts to Jesus – if not – ask them if they would like to now:


A = Admit to God that you sin – that you do things that are wrong


B =  Believe that Jesus is God’s only Son who came to earth to live a perfect life and then lay down that life for you – dying on a cross and shedding his precious blood to wash away our sins.


C= Commit your life to Jesus – make him the BOSS of your life today!




















ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY:  “TICKLY WINKS”


This game calls for lots of giggles and laughter; make sure you have plenty on hand!


Place enough chairs in a circle so that half of your group can sit down.  Form two equal groups.  Have one group sit in the chairs with their backs touching the back of the chairs.  They are the MOVERS.  Have the rest of the kids each choose a chair to stand behind.  They are the TICKLERS.  The leader walks around the outside of the chairs while the MOVERS watch the leader.  TICKLERS keep their heads down.  The leader winks at one of the MOVERS. That player tries to stand up without getting tickled by the TICKLER behind his or her chair.  If the MOVER is tickled, he or she switches places with the TICKLER.  If not, the game continues.  After three rounds, have MOVERS and TICKLERS switch places and roles.  For more fun, have the leader wink at more than one player at a time.  Make sure the leader doesn’t get something in his or her eye, or you’ll have everybody jumping!








“NICODEMUS MEETS JESUS”


(Based on John 3:1-7)





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “I will give you a new heart.”  Ezekiel 36:26 


“You must be born again.”  John 3:7








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite their Bible Memory verses and then briefly share the story of Nicodemus with the adults.    The children then pray with the Adult Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.








