Kid’s Slot – July 6th – July 12th, 2008  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn to know the leaders in their church and appreciate what these leaders do in caring for them – and to pray for them.
PREPARATION: [Please refer to the ACTIVITY for complete details of what you need to do before the lesson.]  You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Cell Leader and brought to the group each week.  In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 1 Cor. 3:9; 1 Peter 2:5, 7; Heb. 13:17

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Have you ever played with building blocks?  What happened when the “building” got too tall?
READ: “A Strong Foundation” Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. The church is made up of what? (people).
2. What do the leaders in the church do for us?  (Look after us and help us.)
3. Name the people who help you grow as a Christian? (Pastors, Team Leaders, Ministers, elders, Life Group leaders, deacons, your parents, etc.)







We know now that the church is made up of people, not just a building made of bricks or stones.  The Bible says we are “God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:9) and we are “living stones that make a spiritual house.” (1 Peter 2:5) Let’s pretend these (boxes or whatever you are using) are stones.  We will use them to represent people that make up our church.  First of all, the church is built on Jesus.  He is the “chief cornerstone.” Without a cornerstone, a building could not stand.  There would be nothing to build upon.  With Jesus as our foundation, our church will stand firm.


Then, we have leaders in our church who care for us and help us grown in the Lord.  There are different kinds of leaders who have different jobs to do.  Let’s mention some of them:


We have a Lead Pastor who cares for us as a shepherd cares for his sheep.  (Write your pastor’s name on this box.)  He hears from the Lord concerning us and preaches the Word of God to us and directs the church according to God’s will and God’s ways.

We also have Elders who help the pastor.  (Write “Elders” on the next box.)  The elders pray for the pastor and together they pray for us.  They provide spiritual direction and spiritual protection from the devil and from false teaching.  The Bible tells us to honor, obey and pray for them.  (Hebrews 13:17)


We also have Community Pastors and Ministers that help us.  (Write the name of your Community Pastor or Minister on a box.)  They provide vision and direction for us and help us to listen to the Lord.


We also have Life Group Leaders that help us.  (Write the name of your Cell Leader on a box.)  They pray for us and encourage and care for us as they lead our Life Group.  They help us grow in our relationship with the Lord and with one another.


Team Leaders also help us.  (Write “Team Leader” on a box.)  These are people who help us understand God’s Word together when we are at church on Saturdays, Sundays and Wednesdays, in Children’s church or in your cell.


Then there are Deacons, people who serve in many ways, in the church. (Write “Deacons” on a box.)  They may be ushers, or help with the offering, help with the Lord’s Supper or Baptism and meet the practical needs of the people.  They help care for us.


Evangelists and Missionaries also help us. (Write “Evangelist and Missionaries” on a box.)  They start new churches in America and in other countries by preaching the good news of the gospel.  Even though not everyone will go to a foreign country, they are our hands and feet, going places and ministering to people in the name of Jesus. One day, as you grown older, you will get the chance to go with them! The Lord also wants you to help share the Gospel – to be a mighty influence in your neighborhood, school and even in other countries. Right now, ask the Lord who you need to share the Good News of Jesus to – the Lord is calling you right where you are – you don’t need to be an adult or even a teen – the Lord wants to use you right now!

As children of God, you are part of the family that is part of the church.  (Write the children’s last names on the different sides of the last box.)  The Bible says all believers make up “God’s building.” (1 Cor. 3:9)  The building might not look complete yet.  There are many other people that help us that we could add if we had time.  And…there is always room for more Christians to join our church, our spiritual family, our Life Group.  We want them to become part of what God is building here.  Always remember that the church is made up of people.  All over the world, in many other cities, towns and countries, there are churches made up of Christians.  As Christians, we are all part of God’s building!

	Missionaries/Evangelists

	Deacons

	Team Leaders

	Life Group Leaders

	Community Pastors/Ministers

	Elders

	Lead Pastor, Dennis Watson

	Jesus


BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house…” 1 Peter 2:5





ACTIVITY:  


Preparation before class: You can be as creative as you want with this activity.  Basically, what the children are doing is building a “church building” made up of people.  You will need to have items that you can pretend are “stones.”  On the “stones/brick” you will need to be able to write the various names of our church leaders.  If your child has Lego’s, you can use them as the stones, or you can use a book with a piece of masking tape on the side to write the names of the leaders.  You can use boxes of Jell-O, cereal or empty shoe or jewelry boxes you may have around the house.  You can actually use real bricks, if you have them around the house.  Masking tape sticks to almost anything, or you can use duct tape.  As you tell the story, you will write the names of our church leaders on the tape that you have already placed on your “stone.”  You will need NINE stones for this story.  As an option, you could draw your bricks on paper, cut them out and write the names of the various leaders on them. 





PRAYER TIME: Take the time to pray for each “stone” that was laid during the Bible time.  Let the children pray for each other that they would be a strong “stone” for God’s building. 





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite the Bible Memory Verse.  Let the children bring the “stones” explaining that Jesus is the cornerstone and how blessed we are to have so many other “stones” that help us.  Have the children pray with the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.   





“A STRONG FOUNDATION”


(Based on 1 Cor. 3:9; 1 Peter 2:5,7; Heb. 13:17)








