Kid’s Slot – Feb 10th – 16th, 2008 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
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OVERVIEW: The children will learn to pray and use different ways to express prayer and worship to God.

PREPARATION: You will need some simple “instruments” such as beans in a plastic container, two sticks/spoons to strike together, rubber bands stretched over a tissue box to make a guitar, two frozen juice can lids for cymbals (make handles with string and tape)—feel free to get creative with making instruments for the children to use.  If you already have some children’s musical instruments, feel free to use them.  You will also need a poster board and a marker to write out the Lord’s Prayer as follows:  (hint: it might be best to write it out in pencil first and go over it with a bold color marker.)  You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 6:9-13 ~ The Lord’s Prayer
READ: “Ways to Pray & Worship God”

Bible Lesson (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. When we pray and talk to God, we should also remember to do what? (Listen)
2. Is Sunday the only day we should praise and worship God?  (No, we should do it every day.)
3. How many ways of expressing praise and worship can you remember?  (Let the children tell you the many ways they learned to praise and worship the Lord in this lesson: shout, clap your hands, play instruments, sing and dance, lift your hands, and bow down and kneel.)
Say:

Prayer and worship go together.  We should pray and worship God every day, not just in church on Sunday.  When we realize how great and wonderful God is, we will want to tell Him how much we love Him.  The Bible shows us many ways that we can express our prayers and worship to God.  Let’s look at some of these ways, and then we will sing about the different ways to pray and worship the Lord.
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(The leader or an older child should read the verse that is underlined.  Then do the suggested actions, as you sing this verse [to the tune of “London Bridges.”] The whole purpose of this activity is to show the children the many ways the Bible tells us how to praise and worship the Lord.)

Clap Your Hands Psalm 47:1a—“Oh, Clap Your Hands, All You People!”
Sing:  Clap your hands and Praise the Lord,

Praise the Lord,

Praise the Lord,

Clap your hands and praise the Lord.  Hallelujah!
Shout to God Psalm 471b—“Shout to God With the Voice of Triumph!”

Sing:  Shout to God, and Praise the Lord,

Praise the Lord,

Praise the Lord,

Shout to God and Praise the Lord.  Hallelujah!

Get out instruments now and pass them out to the children.  Make sure everyone has an instrument – if you don’t have enough for each child to have an instrument, do this part a second time to make sure everyone has a turn to participate in worshiping with an instrument.

Play instruments Psalm 150:4b—“Praise Him With Stringed Instruments and Flutes!”

Sing:  Play instruments and Praise the Lord,

Praise the Lord,

Praise the Lord,

Play instruments and praise the Lord.  Hallelujah!

Sing and Dance Psalm 149:3a—“Let Them Praise His Name With the Dance.”

Sing:  Sing and dance and praise the Lord,

Praise the Lord, 

Praise the Lord,

Sing and dance and praise the Lord.  Hallelujah!

Lift Your Hands Psalm 63:4b—“I Will Up My Hands in Your Name.”

Sing:  Lift your hands and worship God,

Worship God,

Worship God,

Lift your hands and worship God, Hallelujah!

Bow Down, Kneel Psalm 95:6—“Oh Come, Let Us Worship and Bow Down; Let Us Kneel Before the Lord Our Maker.”

Sing:  Kneel down and worship God,

Worship God, 

Worship God,

Kneel down and worship God, Hallelujah!
Read The Lord’s Prayer to the children from the poster board you have prepared.  As you discuss different parts of the prayer, point out each line to the children so they can relate to that concept within the larger context of the prayer.





Say:  Most of us have heard or even said this prayer many times.  It is often called The Lord’s Prayer or The Our Father.  When Jesus’ disciples asked Him to teach them to pray, this is the prayer He taught them.  Did Jesus mean we should say this prayer every time we want to talk to God?  No, but this prayer is a model that we can follow.  Sometimes when we are learning to pray, it helps to have a guide or a model to follow.


	God is our Heavenly Father and he wants us to come to Him and talk to Him about anything that concerns us.  Prayer is the way we talk to God, and He talks to us.  This is called “communication” or “fellowship.”  Communication is talking and listening.  When someone calls you on the telephone, what would you think if they did all the talking and didn’t let you say anything?  You wouldn’t really have any communication or fellowship, would you?  When we pray or talk to God, it is important to be quiet sometimes and listen to see if God has something to say to us.


	Notice that this prayer begins with praise and worship to God.  Hallowed means holy, it means pure and clean and good.  We praise God because His name is holy.  We want God’s kingdom and will to be done in our families, school and communities here on earth as well as in heaven.  God wants us to come to Him and ask for the things we need, our “daily bread.”  And Jesus reminds us to forgive others so that God can forgive us when we do wrong.  Then we pray for protection from temptation, and the devil, the evil one.  





“WAYS TO PRAY AND WORSHIP”


(Based on Matthew 6:9-13 in your NIV Bible)





RETURN:  Select three of the suggested verses that the children responded to the most.  Have the children return to the Life Group.  Read the verses and let them demonstrate their acts of worship with the songs for the adults in the group. If there is time, have the Life Group recite the Lord’s Prayer together.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.
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