Kid’s Slot ~ Aug. 3rd – Aug. 9th, 2008
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OVERVIEW:  Children will understand obedience to the Lord and the His provision for their lives. 

PREPARATION: Your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. 
BIBLE REFERENCES/VERSES: I Kings 17:1-16, Phil 4:19 & I John 5:3-5. 

ICEBREAKER: “What is your favorite kind of bird? Why is it your favorite?”
READ: Read the story “The Bird’s Beak & the Bottomless Bowl”

(on the other side)  
Discussion Questions:
1.  What did Elijah tell the king of Israel? (It would not rain until he said that it would)

2. When God told Elijah to go and hide, how was God going to feed Elijah? (The birds would bring him food, and he would drink from a brook.)
3. After Elijah arrived in Zarephath, what did he ask the widow to do?

(Bring him water and a piece of bread.)  

[image: image1.wmf]4. What was the widow’s answer? (She only had enough flour and oil to bake a small cake for her and her son.)

5. Describe what God did for the widow after she obeyed Elijah. (Her flour did not run out, no did the oil.  Her family ate for many days.)

Life Application/Ministry Time:

1. Tell of a time when it looked like you and your family’s needs would not be met.  What happened?

2. In America it is easy to look to other things to meet our needs rather than looking to God. Is this right? Do you find it easier to look to other things that to God?  
3. If you had only a small amount of food for your family to live on and a prophet came to you and asked you to give it to him, what would you do? Why? 

Activity: “Okay, I’ll obey” 

Have the children play “Follow the Leader.”  Tell them to do everything you do. Hop on one foot, turn in circles, wave or clap your hands. Give several children a chance to lead. Have the children sit in a circle and ask the, “How does it feel to follow a leader?” Read I John 5:3-5 and ask what this scripture tells us about obeying God. Say, “If we love God, we’ll obey his commands. God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us follow his commands.”

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:

“And my God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19

RETURN TO THE Life Group:

Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson and how God can and does supply all that we need, when we obey His word. The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.

“The Bird’s Beak & the Bottomless Bowl”

Have you ever been on a school field trip or an outing where your friends brought money so that they could by snacks or souvenirs, but you forgot to bring yours? After watching them enjoy a nice cold drink or Icee or an ice cream cone or a hot order of French fries, you begin to think you’ll die of thirst or hunger! But suddenly, your teacher or a friend offers to buy you a snack and a cold drink.  You didn’t go hungry after all!!! Pretty good feeling, isn’t it?


Well, here’s a story about a man and a woman who both received their meals in a very special way from a Friend who cared for both of them. Listen while I read:


Now the prophet Elijah, who was of the people who moved to Gilead, said to the king of Israel, “As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, who I speak for, and surely there shall be neither dew nor rain in Israel, unless I say it will rain.” And the Lord spoke to Elijah and said; “Go away from here and go to the east, and hide yourself by the brook called Cherith, which is to the east of the Jordan River.  And it shall be that you shall drink water from the brook, and I have commanded black birds to bring you food there.”


So he obeyed what the Lord had spoken and went and lived by the book Cherith. And the black birds brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening. (Do you think they brought him bologna sandwiches?) He would get his water from the brook…. even though there was a drought in the land, the Lord knew where to find water for Elijah to drink.


Then it happened after a while that the brook dried up because there was no rain in the land. The word of the Lord then came to Elijah saying, “Arise, go to a place called Zarephath, and stay there. Don’t worry; I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.”


So he arose and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, he saw a woman who was a widow gathering sticks.  Elijah called to her and said, “Please get me a little water in a jar that I may drink.” And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please, could you also bring me a piece of bread so that I may eat?” But she said, “As sure as the Lord your God lives, I have no bread. I only have a handful of flour in a bowl and a little cooking oil in my cabinet. And I was gathering a few sticks so that I can go in and cook small cake of bread for me and my son and I will die.” (She was completely out of food and water, because of the drought, the corn and wheat crops died in the fields and there is no way to get flour. And without food or water, she knew she and her son were soon to die.)


Elijah then said to her, “Don’t be afraid; but go and do as I have said, and make me a little bread cake from your flour and oil, and bring it out to me and afterwards you will be able to make one for yourself and for your son. For the God of Israel says, “The bowl of flour shall not be empty, nor shall you run out of cooking oil, until the day that the Lord sends rain on the face of the earth.”


So she went and obeyed the word of Elijah, and she and her son ate for many days. The bowl of flour was not empty, and she always had plenty of cooking oil, which is exactly what the Lord spoke through Elijah.


Now, that’s what I call awesome! Not only did the Lord provide for His prophet by sending food by the black birds (that’s what they call “air mail”), but He also provided for a poor widow and her son because she believed in the Lord.


We must always remember that God always meets our needs.  A friend might come by with some fresh fish he just caught, or someone may bring you a container of vegetable soup they just made and had some left over. Maybe some one will bless you and your family financially to help you in a time of need. God knows just what we need, just when we need it.  He loves us and wants all of our needs to be met.  That’s His promise to us.  And you can always trust God.
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