Kid’s Slot – Aug. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 17th – 23rd, 2008
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn about how Jesus wants us to pray.

PREPARATION: You will need a few sheets of construction paper or regular paper, your Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Proverbs 15:8b; Matthew 6 & 7

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Do you like to talk on the phone?  Why?  Why not?

READ: “NEVER A WRONG NUMBER” 

Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What did Jesus say about People who like to pray in front of people to show off?  (The only reward they will receive is people looking at them.)
2. How did Jesus tell us to pray?  (To go into our room and close the door and then pray to the Father.)
3. What happens when we do that?  (God hears our prayer and answers us.)
4. What else did Jesus want us to do?  (Keep asking, keep seeking, and keep knocking)
5. What difference does the Holy Spirit make in our lives when we pray?  (He helps us to pray directly to God’s throne.)
LIFE APPLICATION: (Encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts – don’t forget to share yours, too.)

DISCUSS:

1. Many times when Christians pray, the devil comes and attacks their minds with thoughts that make them feel as if God does not hear their prayer.  What difference does the Holy Spirit make when we pray?
2. Tell of a time when you prayed for something in a wrong way (i.e., selfishness, greed, etc).  What happened?
3. When we pray in the Holy Spirit, is it impossible to pray wrong?




Did you know that the President of the United States has a special telephone in his office that only a few people can call him on?  That’s right, the phone is on his desk, and when it rings, it is very important business.


Now if you wanted to call the President on that phone, you would have to be someone very special.  Not just anyone can call him on that phone but only those to whom he has given the number.  But when you call that number, the President himself answers, and you can talk directly to him.  But without that number, you will probably never get to speak to the President.


For Some Christians, it’s sort of the same way.  When we pray, sometimes it seems as if God’s not listening.  It’s almost like He’s not even there.  And when we pray, we may not pray the way we’re supposed to.


But Jesus had a lot to say about praying.  Let’s see what Jesus said about it.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

One day when Jesus was speaking to a bunch of people as He sat on the mountainside, He said, “Now when you pray, do not pray like those who think they know God when they do not.  For those people love to stand in front of people in church and on the street so that people will see them praying.  Well, I tell you the truth, the only reward they will receive is that people will see and hear them, but God will not.”


Jesus continued to tell the people, “But when you pray, go into your room where no one can see you and close the door. After you have done that, then pray to God who sees in secret. He will reward you.  And when you pray, don’t just say the same words over and over again.  The people who do not know God pray that way and think that they will be heard because they say a bunch of words.  Therefore, do not be like them.  Your Father knows what you need before you ask Him, but ask Him anyway and pray like this:  Our Father who is in Heaven, Holy is your Name.  May your kingdom come and your will be done on the earth the same way it is in heaven.  Give to us what we need for today in order to live.  Also, please forgive our sins because we have forgiven those who have done wrong to us.  And keep us from walking into temptation, and keep us safe from the evil one.  Father, the kingdom and the power and the glory is yours and will always be yours forever.  Amen.”


Jesus kept on teaching the people about several different things, but before He was finished teaching, He spoke to the people again about praying.  He said, “Keep asking and it will be given to you.  Keep seeking and you will find what you’re seeking for.  And keep knocking and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and he who knocks has doors opened to him.  Or what man is there among you when his son asks him for a loaf of bread will give him a stone?  Or if your son asks you for a fish to eat, will you give him a snake?  If you who are not godly can give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good things to those who ask Him?”


Jesus knew how important it was for people to pray.  That’s one reason He sent His Holy Spirit to us after He went to heaven.  The Holy Spirit is just like a telephone directly to God’s throne.  When we pray, the Holy Spirit tells God what we say.
Another really neat thing about the Holy Spirit helping us to pray is that means we can “pick up the phone” to God anytime, and He hears us every time we do because the Holy Spirit is always with us and always helping us!


Even though you may never speak to the President of the United States, that’s ok because when you pray, the Holy Spirit is there to help you to speak to the King of the universe!  Pretty cool, isn’t it?
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Taken in part from the Children’s Ministry of Bethany World Prayer Center
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:  “SECRET MESSAGE”


On small pieces of construction paper or regular paper, write the first letter of each word in the verse.  After quoting the verse with the children several times, tell then that you will use “codes” (the letters of the verse) to see who can decipher the message correctly.  Place the children in groups of equal numbers and one group at a time; show the letters in correct order to the children. Now, mix them up and see who can put the sentence together the fastest.  The group who can put the letters in order and quote the verse the fastest is the winner!!! Let the older children help the younger ones ( 


			


			











   





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “…the prayer of the upright pleases Him.”  Proverbs 15:8b





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children show the “secret codes” of the verse and then recite their Bible Memory Verse for the adults. The children then pray with the rest of the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.





“NEVER A WRONG NUMBER”


(Based on Matthew 6 & 7)








