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OVERVIEW: The children will realize that salvation is a gift.  Good things we do to try to earn salvation are like dirty rags in God’s eyes.

PREPARATION: You will need an old dirty rag, paper, crayons or markers, pencils, and a trash can.  You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Isaiah 64:6 and Matthew 22:2-14

ICEBREAKER: Ask the children if they ever had an outfit that got so dirty from playing outside that it wouldn’t come clean.  What about an outfit that was just too small to wear any more?  What did they do with those clothes?

READ: “The Wedding Banquet”” Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Can we do enough good works to earn salvation?  (No)
2. The Bible says that all of our righteousness is like what?  (Dirty rags)
3. How can we be saved?  (By faith in Jesus, trusting Him to save us.)
4. Leader: If there are children in your Kid’s Slot that have not yet asked Jesus into their hearts, now would be the perfect time to pray with them.
A = Admit that they are a sinner 

B = Believe that Jesus is God’s son and died for their sins

C = Commit or give their life to Jesus and ask him to be the boss of their lives.

Be sure to share with the parents of the children the decisions that were made during their Kid’s Slot.
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(Note to Kid’s Slot Leader:  Hold up a dirty rag such as an old, torn, stained T-shirt whenever the word “rags or dirty clothes” are mentioned in the story.)

The Bible tells us that any good work we do to try to earn our salvation is like an old, filthy rag.


Isaiah 64:6 says, “But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like filthy rags.”


There’s a story that Jesus told about a guest at a wedding banquet.  The banquet was for the King’s son.  The King was very excited about the wedding and he sent out invitations to everyone he knew.  But sadly, his servants returned from delivering the invitations to tell the King that no one was coming to the wedding.  Everyone said they were just too busy.  Well, naturally, the King was upset.  But the banquet had already been prepared.  How could they have a wedding celebration without any quests?  Suddenly the King had an idea!  He sent his servants out again, this time to people the King didn’t even know.  He sent them to invite whoever they met just hanging around the street corners.  So the servants went out and gathered together all the people they could find, both good people and bad people so that the wedding hall would be filled with guests.


None of these people had the kind of clothes that a person might wear to a royal wedding.  In fact, most of them were dressed in rags, but the King knew that this would be the case.  He had his servants bring out beautiful wedding clothes of every size, style and color for the wedding guests to choose from.  The guests were then taken to the royal dressing rooms and allowed to select whatever they wished to wear.  When each person had bathed and changed into their brand new wedding clothes, the servants took away their old, dirty, smelly, ragged clothes.  This was because the King intended for them to have the beautiful new clothes as a gift to remind them of the wedding day.  Then the servants brought each guest to the palace.


Moments before the bride and groom were to arrive, the King passed through the wedding hall to make sure that everything was ready.  Many of the guests thanked the King joyfully for his kind invitation and for the beautiful clothes they wore.  However, just then, the King spotted one of the guests, a man sitting across the room who was still in dirty, ragged clothes.  The King was astonished!  He found his servants and asked them, “Why didn’t you help this man select something from the many fine clothes that still remain?”    “Your Majesty, he told us that even though he is very glad to be invited to the wedding, “the servants reported, “that he prefers to keep his rags on.  We didn’t know what to do with him.”  The King approached the man and asked, “Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?  Why didn’t you choose something appropriate that I provided for you?”  

The man was speechless.  He was embarrassed by the King’s questions, but he stubbornly clung to his smelly, ragged clothes.  Seeing that the man wouldn’t change his mind, the King called his servants over and ordered them to have him removed.  The bride and groom arrived and the wedding banquet took place as planned, but one man missed the royal wedding celebration because he wouldn’t let go of his rags.


We are like the guests at the wedding banquet.  And some people are like the man in the smelly, ragged clothes.  Everybody wants to go to heaven, but many people want to earn it instead of receiving God’s free gift of salvation.  They want to do it their own way, like the man who wanted to keep his rags on.  What are some of the “old rags” people might trust in to save them?  Some children think that if their parents are Christians, that means they are, too.  But each person has to make his or her own decision to follow Jesus.  Some people think that if they go to church, read the Bible, and pray enough, that will save them.  Or if they are good, kind people who give to the poor and are always helping others - that will get them into heaven.  These are all good things to do, and we should do these things after we are saved because we love Jesus.  But unless we first accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, having Christian parents, going to church, and all the good deeds we can do will not save us.  All these things are like “old rags” to God.  Only the “new clothes” Jesus gives us through a new life in Him is acceptable to God and will allow us to come into His kingdom. 

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: 


“And all our righteousness are like filthy rags.”  


Isaiah 64:6 (for younger children)





“But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like filthy rags.”  Isaiah 64:6 (for older children)





ACTIVITY:


For the older children:  Have the children write on a piece of paper anything they might have trusted in to save them from the bad things they have done. (Ex:  going to church, giving money to the poor, keeping their room clean, helping out their friends…)  Explain that these things are good things to do, but won’t make the wrong things they have done right again.  They must first accept Jesus, accept His “Clean Clothes” that He offers us through faith in Him.  After the children have written down their thoughts, have them crumple the paper up and throw it away in a trash can.  Help them express thanks to God that Jesus can save them.





For the younger children:  Have the children choose and draw a scene from the story:  The servants inviting people on the street corners, some of the guests dressed in wedding clothes, the servants carrying away the ragged clothes, or the king confronting the man still dressed in rags.  (Older children may want to do this too.)














RETURN:  Have the y have children return to the Life Group and display the pictures they colored or drawn.  Recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson using the children’s drawings.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time. 





“THE WEDDING BANQUET”


(Based on Matthew 22:2-14)








