Kid’s Slot – April 20th – April 26th, 2008 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God should be the most important thing in their life.

PREPARATION: You will need 1 or 2 cans of play dough, writing paper, markers, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

[image: image1.wmf]ICE BREAKER: Give each child a small piece of play dough.  Ask them to make some object from it.  They can make an animal, a bird, a person or anything else they like.  [If play dough is unavailable, you can have the children draw a picture instead of using play dough.]  Ask:  I would like each of you to bow down and worship the thing that you just made?  Why not?  Wouldn’t it be silly to worship something you made out of play dough?

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Exodus 20:3-6

READ: “NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME” 

Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. What are some things people make into gods?  (cars, sports heroes, clothes, friends, talking on the phone, anything they think about more than God.)
2. What happened when Jason’s mom put him first above God?  (He did not respect her.)
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Say:  In the days of the Bible, people worshiped idols.  It was a statue which represented a god.  These gods were often thought of as very cruel and the people were afraid of them.  They gave these false gods sacrifices of food or animals to make them happy.  Sometimes, people even sacrificed their children to these false gods.  Some people today still worship idols or they have charms, so they will have good luck.  It seems strange to make something with your own hands and then bow down and worship it.  God says we must not worship anything in this world.  
Look at Exodus 20:4-6.

Ask:  Does that mean everything in this world?


Is anything left out?

Say:  The word “anything” means more than statues or little “gods” like the people prayed to in the Old Testament. Today people worship other things.  Here’s a list of some of the gods that people worship today:  a car, special tennis shoes, your cat or dog, famous sports heroes, a computer, Wii games or other video games, watching TV, your bicycle.  (Let the children think up a few on their own.)  People will do anything for gods like these.  The true God does not even come in second place.

Ask:  What are some things which stop you from talking to God and reading your Bible?  You may have other gods in your life, if you are putting something before the true God.

Ask:  If you are a Christian, is it OK to worship other gods?  (No, it’s a sin.)  What does the Bible say about how God feels about this?  (He is very angry.)  

Say:  God is so special NOTHING, no matter how good, should take the place of Him.  Sometimes even a person can be another god!

Listen to this story:

A mother loved her son, Jason, so much she would do anything for him.  She spent all her days working hard to give him everything he wanted.  When he grew up, her son was selfish and only thought about what he needed or wanted.  The mother never had time to pray or go to church because she was so busy working or doing something for Jason.  While he was in college, his mother came to visit him.  Jason’s mom had worked so hard for him that she had gotten old and worn-out looking.  Jason told his friends that she was not his mother but just an old woman he knew.  He was too embarrassed to tell his friends that the old woman was his mom.  When his mother found this out, she was heartbroken.

Say:  If you love someone more than you love God, that person takes the place of God for you.  You are more willing to do want it takes to make that person happy more than you are willing to obey God.  Jason’s mom put Jason before God and that is wrong. There may even be times when we even put ourselves before God and do want we want to do instead. God knows that the things we worship and put before Him will not give us the joy and everlasting peace and fellowship only He can give.  He does not want us to waste our time on things that will only disappoint us.  We must serve God and God only – and always put him first. This doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy the fun things we do have, but it does mean that we can’t forget about God and JUST enjoy those things. We must always be willing to love and serve God with all of our hearts.
PRAYER ACTIVITY: “ONE GOD ONLY!”


Take a piece of paper and write a heading which says, “NO OTHER GODS.”  Make enough for every child to take one home. Ask the children to take it home and put it on the refrigerator or some place in their room.  If, during the week, anything gets in the way of what God wants them to do, ask them to write that thing down on the piece of paper.  If could be something like watching TV, talking on the phone, playing video games, playing on their computer or sleeping late on Sunday mornings.  Have each of the children write down in the Children’s prayer notebook, one thing that they struggle with the most.  Lead the children in praying that God will give each child the wisdom and strength to put God first.








“NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME”


(Based on Exodus 20:3-6)





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “You shall have no other gods before Me.”  Exodus 20:3








RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and recite their Bible Memory Verse. Have them show their reminder notes that they are going to display on their refrigerator about not letting anyone or anything else come before God in their lives. The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





PRAYER:  Have each child share one thing in their life that might be taking the place of God.  Let them pray that nothing in their life will become another god.  Also, have one child pray for people in America and other parts of the world who don’t know the one, true God.
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