Weathering the Storms of Life
Life Group Agenda for the week of Sept. 14-20, 2008
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “Chocolate seems to help some people weather the storms of life. What is your favorite chocolate candy and why?” We are finishing a post-storm series. In this series we are discussing how faith in God helps us through the storms of life.  Let’s pray for our Church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Acts 27:21-32.
1. If this is your group’s first meeting since hurricane Gustav, spend some time debriefing about your experiences with the storm.
2. What would you say are some keys to weathering the storms of life? How do you and your family cope with storms whether atmospheric, emotional, relational, etc? 
3. What are some ways that people react to a crisis? How do you react in a crisis?
4. How did Paul react to the crisis in this passage we are studying? How does your faith impact how you react in a situation?
5. Some of the crew in the passage tried to slip away into a lifeboat. When have you been tempted to bail out of a stormy situation? What happened? What did you learn?

6. What is the greatest pressure you face in your life now? How can what we have talked about today help you persevere?  
7. How can we pray for one another this week to rise to stand strong?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

1. The next I Want to Know event has been rescheduled from Sunday, September 7th .to Sunday, October 5th. If anyone in your group would like to explore membership at Celebration Church, please encourage then to register for the event and free lunch by calling 831-9673.

2. The kickoff to our Fall Spiritual Growth Campaign has been moved to the weekend of September 20-21. This year’s emphasis is: The Game of Life: Formulating You Life Development Plan. In addition to a great sermon series, there will be specially written Life Group agendas with discussion starter videos on DVD for each Life Group. Pray that God will use this time in the lives of our church members to help them find the vision that God has for them.  

3. Our new Wednesday schedule began on September 10th and will continue on September 17th. Community pastors will meet together at 6pm. Then community pastors will meet with Life group leaders at 6:30. This will be followed by Equipping Track Classes at 7pm. For more info, please call the church office.

4. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).

