Absolution From Above?
Life Group Agenda for the week of August 3-9, 2008
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “If someone physically harmed a member of your family, would you forgive him or her?” We are in the midst of a series titled, “Touching Heaven – Transforming Earth.” In this series we will be discussing how to have a meaningful prayer life.  Let’s pray for our Church at this time.

WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Matthew 6:9-13 & 18:21-35
1. In Jesus’ day, a person was required to forgive another up to three times. What did Jesus say about this? How hard would it be to forgive the same person 490 times?  
2. To whom have you had to say, “I’m sorry” the most? How have the responded to your apologies? 
3. What do you think happens in our lives when we refuse to be forgiving towards others? What is the connection between forgiveness, health, and wholeness?
4. How can we be forgiving without encouraging irresponsible behavior?

5. Do we forgive others so God will forgive us, or does God forgive us so that we will be forgiving of others? Why?
6. Is God’s forgiveness of us conditional or unconditional? Limited or unlimited? How about our forgiveness of others? 
7. What do you need to do to find the freedom that forgiveness brings?
8. How can we pray for one another this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.

1. Back to School Weekend is coming up on August 16th and 17th. Plan to be at one of our services and bring some friends.
2. The next I Want Victory retreat is August 22nd and 23rd. Call the church office at 504-831-9673 for more information.
3. The next I Want to Know event is Sunday, August 24th. If anyone in your group would like to explore membership at Celebration Church, please encourage then to register for the event and free lunch by calling 831-9673.   

4. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.

(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).

