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 “Mouthfuls of Miracles” [image: image2.png]



OVERVIEW: Children will learn that they can accomplish mighty works for God by speaking their faith in Him.

PREPARATION: You will need pieces of paper you can wad up, several pieces of string about 6 inches long a piece, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Matthew 9:18-30; 2 Corinthians 4:14

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Have you ever put something in your mouth and people asked you, “What are you eating?” What happened when you tried to answer them?
READ: “Speaking What the Heart Believes” 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What did the three people who were healed have in common?  (They needed a miracle and they knew that Jesus could heal them.)
2. How did you know they believed that Jesus could heal them?  (They spoke it.)
3. What was the woman, who had the bleeding problem, doing when she touched Jesus’ robe?  (she was saying, “If I touch His robe, I shall be well.)
4. How did the official approach Jesus and ask Him to pray for his dead daughter?  (He asked Jesus to come and lay His hand on her to heal her.)
5. What did the blind men say when Jesus asked them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” (They said, “Yes, Lord.”)
 DISCUSS:               

1. Tell of a time when you believed something in your heart and you told someone about it.  What happened after you told them?

2. What is the best way to tell what a person believes?

3. When we believe God’s word in our hearts, our heart becomes full of faith.  This causes our mouths to speak about it.  What happens next?  Has that ever happened to you?


MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITIES:  “CATCH YOUR FAITH”  

Take a small piece of paper for each word of the verse and crumple it as trash.  Tell the children that they will have to “catch their faith.”  Have the children quote the verse several times until they are familiar with it.  Then, as you throw the pieces of paper to a child one at a time, have the child who is catching the paper quote one word of the verse in order for each piece of paper that he/she catches.  As the children become more familiar with the verse, begin throwing the pieces of paper faster.



All of us have probably heard of the story about the little train, who was able to climb a mountain because he kept telling himself, “I think I can, I think I can.”  Even though he was able to climb the mountain, it wasn’t because of his faith, because faith doesn’t say, “I think it can be done;” instead faith says, “I know it will be done!”


Here are the stories of three people who received their healing because of what they believed and what they said.


As Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees, a man, who was a member of the synagogue (or church) came to Him and bowed down before Him and said, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your hands on her, and she will live.”  Jesus rose and began to follow the man to his house.


While He was walking, a woman who had been suffering from bleeding came up from behind Him and touched the fringe of His robe, for she was saying, “If I only touch His garment, I shall get well.”  But Jesus turned around and said to her, “Daughter, be encouraged, your faith has made you well.” At once her bleeding stopped!


When Jesus arrived at the official’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd  being very noisy, He sent them all out of the house saying, “Get out; the child is not dead, but is asleep.”  And they were laughing at Him.  But when the crowd had left, Jesus entered and took the young girl by the hand and the girl arose, healed!  Needless to say, this news about what happened spread throughout the land.


Later, as Jesus walked from the town where the official lived, two blind men followed Him, crying out “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” After He had come into a house, the blind men came up to Him and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”  They said, “Yes, Lord.”  Then Jesus touched their eyes and said, “Be it done to you according to your faith.”  Suddenly their eyes were opened!  How did Jesus know that they had faith to be healed!


In each of these stories, the person who spoke faith received their healing.  It’s sort of like the little train, except these people knew that they would be healed.  But, how did the people around them know that they had faith to be healed?  When they spoke, the people could “see” their faith because of the healing that followed.


Jesus also saw the faith of these people.  But he saw it before others could.  He saw the faith that the official had when he said that when Jesus would lay His hand on his dead daughter, she would be healed.  The woman who was healed of her bleeding problem knew that she would be healed because of the words of faith she spoke to herself.  Finally, the blind men knew that Jesus could heal them because they answered, “yes” to Jesus’ question.


Each of these people received their healing after confessing, or speaking, what they believed. When we, as Christians, begin to believe God’s word and then speak it, we will receive what the Word promises us.


So, next time you’re faced with a problem that seems like a mountain, don’t say, “I think it can be done,” say, “I know it will be done.”  Believe it and then speak it!



~ taken in part from The Children’s Ministry of Bethany World Prayer Center
Prayer:  


Ask the children to get in a circle and pray for one another under your leadership. Ask the children to think of someone to bring with them next week and pray for the one they plan to invite. Record prayer requests and answered prayers in children’s prayer notebook.





“Speak what the Heart Believes!”








BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “The one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus.”                  2 Corinthians 4:14








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  After the children recite their Bible Memory Verse to the adults, have them share the story of the fig tree.   The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time.





Don’t forget to bring Candy for the Trunk Or Treats at our Airline and St. Bernard Campuses.





ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY:  “STRING ALONG”


You’ll need to have numerous pieces of string or yarn about six inches long ready before the children arrive.  Give out five pieces of string to each child and have them to sit on the floor and place their string on the floor in front of them.  Say, “The goal of this game is for everyone to be linked together with this string, but we’ll have to do it within a two-minute time limit.  When I say “go,” grab as many pieces of string as you can and begin to tie them together while remaining seated.  Then grab your neighbor’s string and try to tie yourselves together.  After two minutes, I’ll say ‘stop,’ and we’ll see how well we did.”





ACTIVITY:  “CLAPPY CAT”


In this cat-and-mouse game, the mice come to the cat.  Have players form a circle.  Choose one player to be the “sleeping cat.”  The cat stands in the center of the circle with eyes closed and hands about one foot apart, ready to clap.  Have the other children act like mice and creep around the cat, making quiet, mousey squeaks.  Tell the mice to try to tap the palm of one of the cat’s “paws.”  If the cat feels a mouse, he claps his or her “paws” before the mouse escapes.  If any part of the mouse’s paw is touched, the mouse becomes the cat and the cat goes to the center of the circle.  Meow!











