Kid’s Slot – Sept. 5th - 11th, 2010 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1   
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 “It all Belongs to God!” [image: image2.jpg]



OVERVIEW: Children will learn about the importance of tithing and giving to God’s work as they decide to give faithfully and cheerfully.

PREPARATION: You will need several copies of the “Giving to God” Word search (one for each child), a cup, some rice or dry cereal, an “overflow bowl” [see question #5], your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. 

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 6:38, 1 Timothy 6:10

ICEBREAKER GAME: Ask the children to answer this question:  “If someone gave you a $1,000,000, what would you do with it?”
READ: LEARNING TO GIVE “CHEERFULLY” 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. How much is a tithe?  (Ten Percent)
2. What does God promise if we tithe?  (He will meet our needs)
3. Everything we have belongs to whom?  (God)
4. How did learning about tithing influence Arthur to become a missionary?  (Tithing taught him that he not only needed to give his money to God, but to give his whole life serving Him too.  Because Arthur put God first, he said “yes” to Him, when God called him to be a missionary.)


“GIVING TO GOD” WORD SEARCH

Find the following words used in this lesson’s story:

ARTHUR
MOTHER
FATHER
SAVE

BIKE

DYAK

BROTHER
SISTER

MONEY

PRAY

CUP

FAMILY

ROOT

PREACH

PROVIDE

TITHE

POOR

EVIL

BLESS

JOY

OFFERING
RICH

MISSIONARY
LESSON
TRIBE

STEWARDS
MANSION
PAYCHECK
GIVE

TAUGHT

EARN

BUY

PEACE
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Arthur and his seven brothers and sisters watched as their mother placed money in a special cup.  They called it “God’s Cup.”  Every week when their father brought home his pay envelope, the first thing they did was to put 10% of the money in God’s Cup.  Arthur’s parents explained that this was called the “tithe.”


“Everything we have comes from God,”  Father said.  “God gives me the strength to work and bring home this money.  The Bible teaches us to set aside 10%, or a tithe of our money, to be used only for God’s work.  This helps us to remember that it all belongs to God.”


“If it all belongs to God, how are we supposed to get food, clothing and the things we need?”  asked Arthur.  “God lets us use the rest of the money,”  his father explained.  “He gave us the job of being good stewards over the money we earn.”  “What’s a steward?”  Arthur’s sister asked.  “A steward is someone who takes care of the things that belong to someone else,”  Mother said.  “After we set aside the tithe, we use the rest of the money that God gives us to buy the things we need.”


Every Sunday morning, the eight children in the family formed a line.  Their parents gave each child some money from God’s Cup to put in the offering at church.  Although the family was poor, there was always something for everyone to give.  This money was never used for other things, yet the family never went hungry or cold.  God provided for their needs.  Arhtur’s parents trusted God and put Him first in their lives, and they knew that God had promised to provide for them.


Arthur was like any other child, sometimes he wished for a few extra things, like toys, games, or maybe even an ice cream cone.  He even thought of saving the money from God’s Cup and buying something he wanted with it.  But he never did, because he realized that would be like robbing God.  One day, he said to his father, “I wish we were rich, like the people who live in the mansion on the hill.  Then we could buy anything we want.”


“But, Arthur, the Bible says that the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil,” (1 Timothy 6:10) his father said.  “Sometimes when people get rich, they forget about God.  We should be content with what we have.  Remember, one of the Ten Commandments says we should not covet.  That means we shouldn’t want what belongs to someone else.”  “I know,”  said Arthur, “but sometimes I think about what else we could buy with all the money we put into God’s cup.”


“We give that money to God because we love Him—not out of duty, or because we have to,”  Father said.  “But son, God understands how you feel.  Let’s ask Him to provide a job for you so you can have some money for the things you feel you need.”


Arthur and his father prayed, and soon Arthur had a job delivering newspapers.  He was so happy, and he decided to save his money to buy a shiny new bike.  When he got his first paycheck, he put all the money into his piggy bank.  But that night he couldn’t sleep.  He felt like he had forgotten something.  He didn’t have any peace in his heart.  Finally he thought, “I forgot to take out God’s part.  It all belongs to God, anyway.”  

So Arthur counted out 10% of his money, took it to church that Sunday, and gave it to God.  Soon he discovered that giving was fun!  “God loves a cheerful giver,”  he said.  “I want to show my love for God.  I think I will give more than 10%.  I will give an offering.”


Arthur continued to give to God, and to save some money for his bike too.  Soon he was able to buy a bike.  Meanwhile, a missionary came to the church where Arthur and his family attended.  He talked about not just giving God your money, but giving your whole life to serve God. He said that people needed to go to other countries where people had never heard of Jesus.  He challenged the Christians to pray and ask if God would send them to another country to preach the gospel.


Arthur knew that his parents had prayed for God to call their children as missionaries, but he never thought about going to another country.  He thought he wanted to stay home and make money.  Now, however, he began to pray about it seriously.


God did call Arthur Mouw to be a missionary.  He went to an island called West Borneo.  The people who live there were called Dyaks, some of whom became Christians. Arthur taught them what he had learned about giving to God.  As the people gave, they saw God bless and provide for them.  Arthur was glad he had learned the lesson of giving to God while he was young.  He had a lifetime of blessing because of it.

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “Give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over.”  Luke 6:38





BIBLE ACTIVITY:  As the children learn the Bible verse, you can use rice or dry cereal as you explain that when you give faithfully to God, He gives back to us.  Fill up the cup, packed tightly and overflowing, just like the verse teaches.  Pray with the children that they will obey God and be faithful and cheerful givers.





Return to the Life Group:  Briefly tell the story about Arthur, letting the children help you explain how God used Arthur as a missionary, because he learned the lesson of “giving to God” at a young age.  Have the children recite their Bible memory verse and join in the prayer and fellowship time.





“Learning to Give Cheerfully”


 [Based on the life story of Arthur Mouw and his wife, missionaries in West Borneo for over 25 years.]








