Kid’ Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 – Aug. 29th – Sept. 4th, 2010  



 “Hold on a minute, God…I’m busy!” 


OVERVIEW: The children will learn that they need to make time for God in their lives.

PREPARATION: You will need several colored markers, paper, enough treats for each child (hidden in the room prior to the children coming in), your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.  (This is a notebook that is kept by the Cell Group Leader and brought to the group each week.  In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 5:16; Luke 6:12

ICEBREAKER: Have all the children sit very quietly in a circle on the floor.  Tell the children that you are going to whisper a message that each person is going to whisper very quietly in the ear of the person to their right.  When everyone has heard it, the last person can do what the massage says to do.  Whisper a phrase like the following:  “I have some treats hidden.  Go and find them and let’s share.”  (The message may not make it around the children’s circle so you may need to start again.)

READ:  Luke 5:16 and Luke 6:12

Ask:  In those two Bible verses we learn four things about Jesus and prayer.  Who can share something they learned about the way Jesus prayed?  (He prayed often, He prayed alone, He prayed to God, He spent a lot of time in prayer.)
Say:  Jesus prayed because He wanted to hear His Father telling Him what to do.  If we never listen to God or talk to Him, we won’t be able to do the things He wants us to do. 

Ask:  Was it always easy for Jesus to pray?  (No, Jesus was very busy.)
Say:  It seems we never have enough time to pray.  But we do have a lot of time to do other things during the week.  I’ve made a list of things that you might do during the week.  Let’s go over it and see how many minutes you think you might spend doing these things.

(Minutes)

Listening/praying to God

________

Talking to friends


________

Playing outside/riding bike

________

Homework and studying

________

Going to school


________

Taking a bath and stuff

________

Watching TV



________

Reading the Bible


________

Sleeping



________

Shopping



________

Going to Church


________

Going to Life Group


________

Hanging around doing nothing
________

Ask:  
· Which one has the highest minutes?

· Which one had the lowest?

· Do you think most of us pray as much as Jesus did?

· What are the things that stop us from praying like we should?

Say: Listen to this little rhyme:  It’s about a Dad who has an important meeting that he has been preparing for.  He has to get up in front of his boss and others and explain a very important project he has been working on.  His children ask him to pray with them before they go off to school, but Dad says he’ too busy…listen to the words of this poem:
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No Time!

“Sorry children, I can’t pray,

I’ve got too much to do today!”

Then Mom says, “Breakfast is ready.”

Dad says, “Sorry, dear, I can’t eat

I’ve got to get my work complete.”

He gets in the car and says, “Oh no,

Look how the gas has gotten so low

I can’t stop now.  I’ve got to go.”

On the way he says to God,

“Sorry, Lord, I didn’t pray

But I’ve got an awfully busy day.”

God says, “Sorry, son, I missed you too.

And I really could have helped you through.”

Ask:  How do you think Dad’s meeting went?  (Let the children share their feelings.) How would YOUR life change if you took time to pray and talk with God?
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Can I ignore you
some other time?




BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”  Luke 5:16





RETURN:  Have the children return to Life Group and have them recite their Bible Memory verse.  Then show the adults the clock with the different colored hands.  Explain that the children are going to take time out each day at their special time and pray to God.  Then children then join the adults in prayer and fellowship.





ACTIVITY:  Draw the face of a clock, complete with numbers, but leave off the hands.  Give everyone a different colored felt pen or crayon.  Spend time asking them which would be the best time of day or evening to spend some time talking and listening to God.  Let them or help them draw in their hands indicating their prayer time with God each day.








