Integrity in the Face of Adversity! 

Life Group Agenda for the week of September 12-18, 2010
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What nicknames were you given as a child?” This week, we are continuing our series titled, “Coming Back Stronger.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Daniel 1:1-8, 6:1-10.
Daniel lived during an interesting time in the life of the nation of Israel. The nation was divided into two kingdoms with Judah being the Southern half. Daniel grew up in Judah during the reign of King Josiah, who was a good and Godly king, but after Josiah’s death, the kingdom of Judah returned to doing what was evil in God’s sight. Because of their wickedness, God allowed them to be overtaken by the Babylonians and their king, Nebuchadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar’s plan of conquest included removing the youngest and brightest from the conquered land and placing them into civil service. Daniel was among those taken. The king changed his name to Belteshazzar and although his name was changed, Daniel never compromised in his beliefs. Nebuchadnezzar could take away his name, but he could not take away his integrity. Daniel is a great example of integrity in the face of adversity.
1. What was the king trying to accomplish and communicate by changing the names of the young men he placed into service?
2. How did Daniel do in the tests of his integrity during what is initially recorded about his Babylonian life in the book of Daniel? 
3. In chapter 6, we see Daniel faced with another challenge. Why were the other officials jealous of Daniel and determine to “do him in?”
 These next questions can be discussed in your groups of 2 or 3:

4. If you were Daniel, how would you have responded to the king’s edict that no one could pray to anyone but him?
5. Have you had to take a stand similar to that of Daniel in your life? Can you describe it and tell us how your integrity was impacted in either a good way or a bad way?

6. If you were on trial today for being a Christian, how much evidence would there be to convict you?
7. How can we keep our integrity as believers intact? 
8. How can we pray for one another this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
2. As we continue this series titled, “Coming Back Stronger,” you’ll want to make plans to attend each week as you will have the opportunity to register to win an autographed copy of Drew Brees’ new book by the same title.
3. Let your group know about the Deluge concert on Friday, Sept. 24th. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased in the church bookstore. 
4. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.
(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
