Fortitude in the Face of Adversity! 

Life Group Agenda for the week of August 29-September 4, 2010
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What is your favorite thing to do when it rains?” This week, we are beginning a series titled, “Coming Back Stronger.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read Job 1:1-5, 13-22.
When you think of people in the Bible who faced adversity in life, Job is usually at the top of the list. Job was a man who not only lost everything, but he was also impacted spiritually, physically and emotionally through the circumstances of his life. But he did so with great fortitude. He refused to “curse God and die” as his wife suggested he do. In Job we see, not a perfect example, but yet a great example of facing adversity with courage, persistence, and fortitude. We can learn some lessons from Job that will help us “Come back Stronger” with Fortitude.
1. Verse 1 says that Job was “blameless and upright.” What does that mean? Was he perfect?
2. What impresses you most about Job? Why?
3. If you were Job, how would you have reacted to the overwhelming disaster encountered?
 These next questions can be discussed in your groups of 2 or 3:

4. If you lost all you have in one day, what would be your biggest, deepest question?
5. If nothing can happen to you without God’s knowledge, what problems or questions does that raise for you?
6. Job responded to his losses by worshipping God. What can you praise God for right now? 
7. How can we pray for one another this week?
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Share any praise reports from your FRAN list that you’ve been praying for.
2. As we begin this series titled, “Coming Back Stronger,” you’ll want to make plans to attend each week as you will have the opportunity to register to win an autographed copy of Drew Brees’ new book by the same title. 
3. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.
(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
