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 “Keeping the Peace!” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God wants us to live in peace and unity with others.
PREPARATION: You will need some old magazines, safety scissors, piece of poster board or you can use construction paper, Scotch tape, your Bible and the Kid’s Slot Children’s Prayer Notebook.

ICE BREAKER: Do you have a favorite pet? If you don’t personally have a pet, does someone in your family or a friend have pet that you love? What is so special about the pet?
BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Psalm 133:1
READ: “All for One and One for All”
Bible Story (On the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What were the Burton boys arguing about? (They were arguing over whose turn it was to feed the dog, Freckles.)
2. How did Mom deal with the situation? (She quoted Psalm 133:1 to them and told them how they needed unity in their family.)

3. How did the boys resolve the situation? (They decided to work together to get the job done. They cooperated and helped one another, instead of arguing and fighting.)

4. What could you do to promote unity and peace in your home? (Let the children share ideas. Encourage those that emphasize serving, helping, and cooperating.)
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Mark, Matthew, and Mikey Burton were brothers. They were very close in age, and although they loved one another, they often squabbled and argued over many little things. It usually started out innocently enough, but soon the argument would grow louder, the tension would rise, and the boys would get very upset. Then Mom or Dad would have to intervene and smooth things over.

As Mark walked through the kitchen one morning, he noticed that the dog’s food bowl was empty. “Matthew,” he yelled, “why haven’t you fed Freckles yet? You know she’s hungry.”

Matthew walked into the room and answered, “It’s not my turn; it’s Mikey’s.” Then he yelled up the stairs, “Mikey, you’d better come feed Freckles right now!” Mikey came downstairs and looked at Matthew. “It’s not my turn; it’s Mark’s,” he answered as he calmly sat down at the snack bar and began to pour cereal into a bowl.

“It’s not my turn,” said Mark vehemently, “so quit saying it is. You or Matthew better feed Freckles right now, or I’m going to tell Mom.”

“Don’t start yelling at me,” said Matthew. “I told you— it is Mikey’s turn!
And I’m going to tell Mom what’s really going on!” “And I told both of you—it’s not my turn!” Mikey joined in. 
With that, all three brothers raced from the room, trying to be first to reach Mom with his side of the story. Mom was outside working in her flower beds. The peace of the lovely spring morning was shattered as the boys came running and yelling towards her. She couldn’t understand what they were trying to tell her because they were all speaking at the same time. But she knew they were arguing—again—and she was not pleased.

“Boys,” Mom spoke firmly, “that’s enough of that. And I don’t mean just for today, but I mean every day. When you constantly argue with one another, you destroy our unity as a family and hinder God’s blessing. Just this morning I read Psalm 133:1: ‘How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity.’ The Psalm continued to say that that is where the blessing of God resides: in unity. I want unity among you boys, and I want it now!”

The boys looked at one another. “Well, I guess it doesn’t matter whose turn it is to feed Freckles,” said Mark. “She belongs to all of us.”

“Yeah,” Matthew slowly agreed. “It’s not worth fighting over. I don’t want to destroy unity in our family.”
“We can do it together,” suggested Mikey. “I’ll fill her food bowl, and Mark can fill the water bowl. And Matthew, you can take her for her walk later.”

So that’s what the boys did. They were so pleased at how pleasant it was when they worked together that they decided to do the same for other chores. Soon they were helping one another instead of fighting one another, and the Burton household became a very peaceful home, full of God’s unity.
How about your home? Are you living in peace? Are you arguing with your brothers or sisters when you could chose to live in unity with them instead? When we make Jesus the “Boss of our lives” He helps us to make good choices that will honor Him and bless others and ourselves, too! Ask the Lord to help you live in peace and unity with those in your home and with those in your class. Ask God to help you be a “peacemaker” wherever you are!

[Don’t forget our awesome “Under the Big Top” Back 2 School 
Bash on Saturday, Aug. 21st and Sunday Aug. 22nd…lots of carnival games, treats, prizes and fun in KidZTown…it is also the day when all the kiddos promote up to their NEW CLASSES! Don’t miss the fun – and bring a friend!]




“All for One and One for All”





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1 NIV).





RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and show the adults their college. Talk about ways the children have decided to live in unity and peace. Tell a bit about the story of Freckles. Have the children then recite their Bible Memory Verse.  The children then join the adults in the prayer and fellowship time.





PRAYER and Activity: As a group activity, have the children search through old magazines for pictures of dogs, cats, birds – typical pets for children.  Help the children carefully cut out the pictures of pets – or you can cut out the pictures the pets out yourself and let the children tape the pictures to the poster board or construction paper to form a collage. As the children are preparing their collage, talk with them about how they can live in unity and peace not only in their house but in their school and with their friends, too. 




















