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OVERVIEW: The Children will learn that God is in control of everything and that following Him is the only way to victory.

PREPARATION: You will need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSES: Joshua 9 & 10 and Romans 8:31b

ICEBREAKER: Ask: What would you do if you knew it was going to be daylight twice as long as a normal day?
READ: “The Day the Sun Stood Still”   


        Bible Story (on the other side)

Discussion Questions:
1. Why was the king of Jerusalem frightened of Joshua and his army?  (Because he heard about Joshua defeating the cities of Ai and Jericho and feared that would happen to him, too.)

2. Why did the King of Jerusalem attack Gibeon?  (He knew the people of Gibeon were good fighters and Gibeon was an important city and that Joshua and his army made a treaty with them.)
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3. Who did the people of Gibeon ask to come and help them?   (Joshua and his army)     

4. Who threw hail stones down from the sky? (God)

5. What did Joshua tell the sun and moon to do?  (Stand still and not go down in the sky and turn into nighttime.)

LIFE APPLICATION: 

1. If you had been with Joshua that day, would you have expected the sun to stand still? Why.

2. What is something that God did for you or someone else that seemed impossible?

3. Why do you think that God can stop the sun?

4. Is nature more important than man is or is man more important than nature?  

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “If God be for us, who can be against us?”  Romans 8:31b
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY: “Echo Back!”
Call out the first word of the memory verse and let the kids “echo back” to you the word.  Then say the first and second, and have the kids echo back.  They say the first second and third word.  Again, have the children echo back until they repeat all the words and they memorize the verse.  You can take turns having the children lead the echo.

ACTIVITY: “FREEZE”
Have the children begin to act silly and call for them to “Freeze.”  Let them see how foolish they look being caught “out of control.”  Do this several times, allowing the children to take turns being the caller of “Freeze.”

RETURN: Return to the Life Group and recite the Bible Memory Verse, in the “Echo Back” style, having the adult cell member participating.  Explain that the children were taught a lesson about how God is in control of everything–even the sun and moon must obey his command.  Tell them that Joshua loved God and tried to obey God in all things. If God is on your side, then victory is also on your side.  The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time. 

“The Day the Sun Stood Still”


        (Based on Joshua 9 & 10)
The king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua and his army had totally destroyed Ai (pronounced by saying the letters ‘A’- ‘I’) and the mighty city of Jericho. The King also found out that the people of Gibeon tricked Joshua into making an agreement with them to keep them safe and to protect them from their enemies.  Even though Joshua said, "yes" to protect the Gibeonites before he prayed and asked God what he should do, it was too late to go back on his word. Joshua did not “inquire of the Lord” before making his treaty with Gibeon.  And since Joshua made a promise, he had to keep it, even though he was tricked.  
The king of Jerusalem was worried because the people of Gibeon were good fighters and Gibeon was an important city.  So, the king called together four other kings who lived nearby and made an agreement with them. They planned to attack the city of Gibeon together, overpower it and then take control of it.  Their plan sounded good, but they forgot one thing.  They forgot that God was in control. 


When the people of Gibeon heard that they were going to be attacked by five different kings and their armies, they sent a message to Joshua and asked him to come and help them.  Joshua was a man of his word and came to their defense.


Joshua took his entire army and marched all night.  God told Joshua, “Don’t be afraid . . . they will not be able to withstand you.”  Joshua and his army took the five other kings and their armies by surprise and the Lord threw them into confusion and they ran away from Joshua and his army.  Then the Lord threw huge hailstones down from the sky.  And because of that, the hailstones killed many more of them.  Then Joshua said to the Lord, in front of his army,

“O sun, stand still over Gibeon: and moon, over the valley of Aijalon.”


So the sun stood still and the moon stopped and it did not get dark for almost a whole extra day. Because nighttime never came that day, Joshua and his army had plenty enough time to finish the battle and completely destroy the five kings and their armies.  There has never been a day like that before or since, where the sun stood still an extra day, because a man asked God to do so.  The sun and the moon were made by God and are therefore under his control. Even though Joshua didn’t “inquire of the Lord” before making a treaty with the Gibeonites, the Lord showed him that following him was the only way to victory.

Are YOU following God and his ways? School is about to start again…now would be a great time to surrender to God and follow his ways. You have a fresh start to do things right. Why not ask God to help you follow him?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Don’t forget our Back 2 School Bash
“Under the Big Top”

Aug. 21st & 22nd at the Metairie Campus and Aug. 22nd at RPC and SBC for all the kids in KidZTown. We’re going to have a wonderful time   food, fun, friends and games! 
And don’t forget to give your friends a postcard invite to come join the fun!
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