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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that they don’t need to be afraid when God is on their side.  God always does what He says He is going to do.

PREPARATION: You will need paper and markers, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.  (This is a notebook that is kept by the Life Group Leader and brought to the group each week.  In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Judges 6 and Romans 8:31

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  Tell about a time when you thought you were strong enough to do something, but found out later that you needed help.

READ: “GOD CALLS GIDEON” Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Why were the Israelites in trouble?  (Because they disobeyed the Lord, the Midianites, who were their enemies, were coming against them.)
2. Whom did God call on to help the people of Israel?  (Gideon)
3. Did Gideon see himself as a strong man of God when God called him?  (No, he was afraid)
4. Why could God use Gideon?  (Because he was willing to obey God and be used by him to do great things.)
LIFE APPLICATION:  (Encourage the children to share what’s on their hearts.)                    

1. An idol is something that takes your time and attention off of God.  Name some things that can be idols in people’s lives?  (Ex: Sports, Toys, Football, Television, Wii, Xbox, Video Games, Shopping at the mall, etc.)
2. How does God feel when we spend time with an idol than with Him?  (He is not pleased with us.)
3. Is there something in your life that could be an idol if you’re not careful?  (Let the children share.)
4. How can we keep these things from becoming idols in our lives and keep our attention on God?

 


MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:  Seat the children on the ground in a circle.  You start the game by standing behind one of the children and winking at someone in the circle.  The child you wink at must recite a word of the Bible memory verse.  If he or she does so correctly, that child gets to wink at the next child, who says the next word in the verse and so on.  Encourage the children to wink at someone new each time so that everyone will get a turn to recite a word and to wink.  Afterwards, the children can say the whole scripture together.

ACTIVITY:  “WHAT’S YOUR NAME”

Directions: Say:  God changed Gideon’s name because he did something great.  If God changed your name, what would you like that name to be and why?  What is something that you could do for God that would be great?  (Write the names the children have chosen in the Children’s Prayer Notebook.  Bring the notebook when the children return to the Adult Life Group.)



Because the Israelites had disobeyed the Lord, their enemies, the Midianites, could come against them.  The Israelites became very tired and weary because their enemies were being very cruel to them.  They cried out to the Lord to help them.  God heard their cry and sent a man to tell them that God had heard their cry and He would deliver them.  That man’s name was Gideon.


Gideon was supposed to be working in the wheat fields, beating the wheat to separate the part that was going to be used for flour to make bread.  Gideon was hiding from the Midianites in a winepress because he was afraid they would steal the grain that he had worked so hard to get.  The Angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon and said, “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of courage.”  Gideon looked around to see who he was talking to.  Surely, the Angel wasn’t talking to him; Gideon was scared to death of the Midianites.  That was why he was beating the wheat in this old winepress where he could hide from his enemies.  Gideon asked, “If God is with us, why has this happened to us?”    The Angel told Gideon that Gideon would be the one that God would use to deliver Israel from the Midianites.  Gideon couldn’t believe God would use him because he saw himself as the weakest of the weak.  How could God use someone like him?  But again, the Lord said, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man.”  

The Lord told Gideon to tear down the altar of Baal, who was a false god that people were praying to and worshiping.  The Lord told him to replace it with an altar to the One, True God.  Still afraid, Gideon went by night and tore it down and built an altar to the Lord and sacrificed on it.  The next morning the men of the city got up early and became angry when they discovered that someone had torn down the altar to their god, Baal.  The men searched until they found out that Gideon was the one who tore down their altar and commanded that he be brought out to die.  Gideon’s father told them, “If Baal is a god, let him defend himself when someone breaks down his altar.”  After that, God changed Gideon’s name from Gideon to Jerubbaal, which means ‘Let Baal contend with him.’  The Spirit of the Lord then told Gideon to blow his trumpet to call the people of Israel to battle.


Gideon said to God, “If you will deliver Israel by my hand as You have said, then I will put a piece of lamb’s wool on the ground; in the morning, if it is wet with water from the morning’s dew and the ground around it is still dry, then I will know that you will deliver Israel by my hand.”  God did what Gideon asked.  Then Gideon asked the Lord not to be mad at him, but he needed to ask the Lord for a second request.  “Let me put another piece of lamb’s wool on the ground again, but this time, let the wool be dry and the ground be wet.”  The Lord again did what Gideon asked.


With the Lord’s help, Gideon and his army finally defeated their enemy, the Midianites.  With God on his side, Gideon was sure to win the battle.  We can always count on the promises of God.  If He says He is going to be on our side, then we don’t need to be worried or fearful. “If God be for us, who can be against us?”
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “If God be for us, who can be against us?”  Romans 8:31








RETURN: Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite the Bible Memory Verse.  Tell the adults that the children learned about how God used a young man named Gideon, who was full of fear, to do something great.  Read the “new names” that the children have chosen for themselves and explain why they chose them.  Have the children pray with the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together.





“God Calls Gideon”


(Based on Judges 6)








