Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 – June 13th – 19th, 2010   
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that it takes courage to obey God and choose to follow His ways.
PREPARATION: You will need pencils or markers, paper; scissors, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. 

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Joshua 1:5
ICEBREAKER: Have the children talk about a time when they got in trouble, either in school or at home for disobeying.
READ: “Danny Learns to Obey” 

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. What did Danny say when he was asked to do something?  (Just a minute.)

2. What did Danny miss as a result of disobedience?  (He almost missed lunch, missed the ice cream truck.)

3. Who is pleased when we choose to obey our parents?  (God, and our parents.)
Say:  “Boys and girls, it is not easy to learn to obey…it takes courage.  And obedience will not always be rewarded with ice cream either.  But we will know the blessings of obedience when we choose to obey.  Our parents will be pleased, but most of all, God will be pleased.  Maybe you realized today that you haven’t been as obedient as you should be.  Raise your hand if you would like prayer for God to help you obey.  [Pray with any children who respond.  If they are not saved, ask if they would like to pray to receive Jesus as well.]  We all need Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit within us to be obedient to God and to those He has placed in authority over us.
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“Danny, its time for lunch,” his mother called.  “Come in and wash your hands.” “Just a minute, Mom,” answered Danny.  But it was a full ten minutes before he went inside. No matter what Danny was asked to do, it seemed that he always answered, “Just a minute!”


Last summer, during Children’s Church, Danny had asked Jesus to come into his heart. He really wanted to please God, but he did not realize the importance of obedience. Whenever someone asked him to do something, he answered “just a minute,” because he thought what he was doing was more important than what he was being asked to do.  His parents had punished him and taken away privileges, but they couldn’t seem to make him realize that he was being selfish and disobedient-not only to them, but also to God. It made no difference if it was time to get up or go to bed, time for school or church, time for play or work. Danny always gave the same old answer…”just a minute.”  It was really a bad habit.


“Hi Mom!  What’s for lunch?” asked Danny, as he came running into the kitchen.  It was ten minutes since his mother had called him.  He had been playing with his dump truck in a pile of dirt.  His clothes were all dirty, and he still hadn’t washed his hands.  His mother sighed.


“Danny, why can’t you come when you are called?  Just look at your clothes and shoes.  You’re all dirty!”  his mother scolded.

“Sorry, Mom, I was busy and needed a few more minutes to finish the dirt mountain I was building,” Danny answered.


“Well, others are busy, too.  Try to think about someone besides yourself once in awhile,” replied Mother.  “You know, God is not pleased, and neither am I, when you act this way. The next time you are late; you will have to miss lunch.  There’s a sandwich on the table for you after you get washed up.”


Danny got cleaned up and ate his sandwich. By this time, it was dry and didn’t taste very good.  He thought he really was going to try to remember to come when he was called the next time. But after lunch, he went outside and started playing again and promptly forgot his lesson. He was trying to climb the big tree in the backyard. He stood on an old chair and stretched and pulled until he finally got up on the lowest branch. Then he kept on climbing from one branch to another until he reached the top of the tree.


What a view!  Danny looked all around. He could see most of the neighborhood from there: the school, the post office, the rooftops of houses, people, cats and dogs…”Wouldn’t it be great to have a tree house up here in this tree? I’ll ask Dad to help me build one,” he thought. Danny was having a good time planning when he looked down the street. The ice cream truck was turning the corner! “Oh, Boy!” he shouted. “I want a double dip chocolate cone!”  He started to climb down the tree. But then he looked down and realized he was much higher than he thought. The idea of climbing down backwards or jumping down scared him. And the chair he had used to reach the lowest branch had fallen over. He quickly decided to call for his mother. “Mom, oh Mom, come help me down. The ice cream truck is coming and I want an ice-cream cone.”


Danny’s mother looked out the window and saw him in the tree. She started to go to help him, but then she stopped, thinking, “He is safe on that sturdy branch. Maybe if I don’t go to him right away, he will see what he is doing to us.” So she called out, “Just a minute, Danny!” and kept on washing dishes.


Danny tried to get down on his own, but he was not making much progress. He called louder than before, “Mom, hurry up!  I want some ice cream, and the truck is almost here. Please come and get me down!”


“Just a minute! I’m busy, and I need a few more minutes to finish what I’m doing,” answered Mother. Danny screamed, cried, and yelled.  It didn’t matter. Mother saw he was alright so she did not go running to him. Then all was silent for a little while, and the ice cream truck passed the house. It was soon out of sight. After a few more minutes had passed, Mother came out and walked to the tree.  Looking up at a tearful little boy, she said, “Now I am not so busy, so I’ll help you down.”


When Danny was safely on the ground, he started crying again. “Mom,” he said between sobs, “you made me miss the ice cream truck.  Why didn’t you come when I called you?”


“I told you ‘just a minute,’ like you always do,” she answered seriously.


Suddenly Danny stopped sobbing and looked up at her, eyes wide.  “Is that how you and Dad feel when I don’t come right away when you call me?”


“Yes, it is, and now you see how aggravating and hurtful it can be, don’t you?”


“Oh, I’m sorry, Mom!  I promise I’ll try to remember to come when I’m called and not say ‘just a minute’ again,” Danny answered.


“That’s good, Danny,” his mother said, “but let’s ask Jesus to help you remember. So right here under the tree, Danny and his mother prayed.  Danny asked the Lord Jesus to forgive him for being selfish and careless in not obeying his parents as he should.  He asked God to help him to obey right away from now on.


Then Mother said, “Let’s go inside, son. I think we can find some ice cream in the freezer.”


Hand in hand they walked into the house and mother gave him a bowl of ice cream – but not the “double-dipped” ice cream cone he had wanted to purchase from the ice cream truck.  They smiled at each other, and mother knew that at last Danny was beginning to learn his lesson in obedience.


It’s not easy to learn to obey. And obedience will not always be rewarded with ice cream, either. But we will know the blessings of obedience when we choose to obey. Our parents and teachers will be pleased, and most of all, God will be pleased.
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “I [God] will be with you; I will never leave you nor forget about you.” Joshua 1:5





ACTIVITY:  “I Can Be a Blessing!”


Have the children write down on slips of paper, the ways they can be a blessing to their parents by obeying them.  Feel free to help the younger ones with their writing.  Let them think of their own ways to be obedient.  If the children need help, here are some suggestions:


“I will take my bath when I am told.”


“I will pick up my things when I am asked.”


“I will do all my homework without complaining.”


“I will not talk back to my parents.”


“I will be a help to my parents around the house.”


“I will go to bed on time.”


“I will be kind to my brother/sister.”


“I will pick up my clothes and put them in the ‘dirty clothes’ basket.”


After the children are finished, let them take these slips of paper home with them and tape them to their mirrors in their room or bathroom so they can be reminded of their willingness to obey their parents.





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Explain the story about Danny.  Let the children each read one of their slips of paper on which is written how they can have the courage to obey God by obeying their parents.  Let the children say their memory verse together to the group.  The children will then participate in prayer and fellowship.





� “DANNY LEARNS TO OBEY” �








