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 “Rock Solid” 
OVERVIEW: The children will realize the importance of building their lives on the solid Rock, Jesus Christ, so they can have a strong foundation in their lives.

PREPARATION: You will construction paper or plain white paper, markers or colors, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY AND VERSES: Matthew 7:24-27; Romans 10:13 and 10:9

ICEBREAKER: Ask the children about a time they played at the beach and built a sand castle.
READ:  “Building on a Solid Rock” 

Bible Story (On the other side)
Questions to Ask:

1. Why did Kyle’s castle disappear?  (The waves washed it away.)
2. Why was David’s castle still standing?  (It was built on solid rock, far away from the waves.)
3. Who gives you a solid foundation on which to build your life?  (Jesus)
4. The waves knocked down Kyle’s’ castle.  Name some “waves” in your life that want to knock you down too.  (Let the children share what causes them the most concern and tries to tear and knock them down…)
5. What is the best choice you can ever make?  (To ask Jesus to come into your life and heart.)






“These sand castles are awesome!”  exclaimed Kyle.  “Let’s go find your dad and show them to him.”  Kyle and David raced down the beach to find David’s father.


Kyle was David’s new neighbor in town.  David had invited Kyle to go to the beach with his family.  The two boys had spent all morning building sand castles.  Kyle built his castle on the sand, just beyond the edge of the water.  It was a tall castle surrounded by a moat that was filled with sea water.  David built his castle on some rocks farther up the beach.  His castle wasn’t as big as Kyle’s, because he had to carry the sand all the way up the beach, but it was a sturdy, good-looking castle.


David’s Dad put down the newspaper he was reading when he saw the boys come running.


“Come see our sand castles; they are really great!”  shouted David.  Together they walked down the beach.  First, they came to David’s castle on the rocks.  They admired it with its little red flag proudly blowing in the breeze. 


“Now you must see my castle,” said Kyle.  “But—where is it?”  I’m sure it was right over----here!”  A sad, dejected look came over Kyle’s face.  In the short time they had gone to find David’s father, the tide had come in, and a big wave knocked over Kyle’s beautiful castle.  Now all that was left was a small, wet mound of sand.


“I’m sorry about your castle,” said David.  “I’ll help you build another one after lunch.”  As they munched their sandwiches, Kyle said, “This time, I’m going to build on the rocks near your castle.  How did you know that was the right place to build?”


“Well,” said David, “I guess it was because of a story that I learned about from the Bible.  Jesus told a story about two men who built houses, one on the sand and the other on the rock.  When a storm came, the house on the sand fell, but the house on the rock stood strong.”  


“Who is Jesus, and how did He know about building on the rock?”  asked Kyle.  David’s Dad took out his Bible and together they told Kyle about how God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth to show us how to live and to die on the cross so that our sins can be forgiven.  “Jesus rose from the dead, and now He’s alive and wants to live in our hearts and change our lives,” said David’s dad.


“I asked Jesus to come into my heart last summer and it was the best choice I ever made,” said David.  “Now I have Jesus as a solid foundation for my life.  Would you like to have Jesus in your life too?”


“This is all new to me; I’ll have to think about it for a while.  I know your family is different from mine, but I didn’t know why.  Could it be this Jesus you were talking about?  Could He make that much difference in someone’s life?  Could He do the same thing for my family?  I’d like my family to know about Jesus too.”


“Yes, Kyle, Jesus has made all the difference in the world to our family.  I think it’s great that you want your family to hear about Jesus.  Our church meets together in small groups called Cell Groups on different nights of the week,” said David’s Dad.  “It’s a time when our families get together and learn more from the Bible, while enjoying the fellowship of others.  Why don’t we call your Dad when we get home and invite your family to come to our Cell Group with us?”


“Great!”  said Kyle.  “Let’s go build another castle now, David, your way----on the solid rock!”
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  Romans 10:13 [For the Younger Children]





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from


The dead, you will be saved.”  Romans 10:9


[For the Older Children] 





ACTIVITY:  “Picture Me!”


Let the children draw a picture of a sand castle…one that stood firm when the waters came and one that went splat!   





One built on a solid foundation of rock and the other on sand, with big waves around it.





You may want to help the younger children with their drawings. Use this time to review the lesson.





RETURN:  Have the children return to the Life Group and display the pictures they have colored and drawn.  Recite their Bible Memory Verse. Explain a little bit about the lesson.  Allow the children to share in the prayer and fellowship time.





“BUILDING ON THE SOLID ROCK”











