Kid’s Slot – July 18th – 24th, 2010
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 “Can I quote you, God?” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn to write down the things that God is speaking to them about.

PREPARATION: You will need at least twelve everyday items that you can find around your house (Ex: a banana, a flashlight, the TV remote, a bar of soap, a sock, a toothbrush, a can of corn…just any 12 everyday  items.).  Display these items on a tray and cover them up with a towel for the icebreaker.  You will also need paper and pencil for each child.

BIBLE VERSE: (There are several versions of this rather difficult verse.  Open your Bible to Habakkuk 2:2 but read the verse from Children’s Agenda. It is probably the easiest to understand.)

“Then the LORD told me: "I will give you my message in the form of a vision. Write it clearly enough to be read at a glance.”

ICEBREAKER: Take the twelve household items and place them on a tray and cover them up with a towel.  Give each child a piece of paper and a pencil…if you have younger children, partner them with an older child who can write.  On the count of three, lift off the towel and let everyone take a good look at the items (no more than 20 seconds).  Then have the children, without speaking, write down as many objects as they can remember. Have each child take a turn calling out an item on their list.  When everyone is finished, remove the towel and have everyone take a second look.

Read: Habakkuk 2:2

Say: This Bible verse tells us to write down the things that God tells us.  If God tells you something, you should write it down.  Habakkuk wrote down the things that God said to him and we are still reading them today. His message was important for the people then and for people now.  If the people God had spoken to had not written his words down, we would not have a Bible today. Your writings will not get to be part of the Bible, but they can still help people.  You can write them in the margins or sides of your Bible next to a verse that God is using to speak to you about.  Or, you can write them down in a notebook or journal and put the date next to them. Just like each of you weren’t able to remember EVERY item on the tray, it helps to write the things that we do remember down so we can recall them at a later time.

Ask: How do you think that writing down these thoughts will help?
Say: It can help in two ways: 

First it helps you! When you write down the things God says, you can remember them better.  You may come back to your notebook or to that verse in the Bible a few months or even years later and find that God speaks to you again through the things you have written. Or you may discover how well God has answered the prayers you prayed way back then.
Secondly, it can help other people!  A man called John Wesley used to write down his thoughts about the things that God said to him.  But there was one problem.  He wrote his thoughts in a special code that only he knew about. After he died, other people wanted to read his daily journal.  It took a long time to figure out the code. But when they did, the people were so happy to read what God had shared with Wesley.

Ask: What do you think you should write down? (Ask the Holy Spirit to help you.)
· Things you want to remember

· Special verses from the Bible

· Things you plan to do

· People on your FRAN List (Friends, Relatives, Ask Someone at School, Neighbors).

[image: image2.wmf]Remember, God’s message to you will NEVER be different from what the Bible says.  You will be encouraged when you realize how many prayers God has answered. 

ACTIVITY: Give each child a piece of paper and pencil. Ask them if there is someone special they would like to pray for.  Tell them to write it down.  Ask them if there is something they are planning to do that they need to talk with God about (going on vacation, moving to another house, getting a new puppy).Tell them to write it down. (You will need to help the younger ones)

Say: Not everyone enjoys writing things down. But sometimes it’s hard to remember the good things that God says to us unless we write them down.
PRAY: Ask God to help you keep writing in your notebooks or Bible.  Decide that one month from today’s Life Group; you will share with each other some of the things you have written down.

BIBLE MEMORIES VERSE: Habakkuk 2:2 

“Then the LORD told me: "I will give you my message in the form of a vision. Write it clearly enough to be read at a glance.”

RETURN: Return to the Life Group and have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Explain to the Group that the children are going to write down in their notebook, on a piece of paper or in the margins of their Bible the things that God tells them.  Just like with little Samuel, God did and will continue to speak to his children, both young and old. The children then join the adults for a time of prayer and fellowship.
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