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 “Grand Prize Winner!” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn that God wants to bless them for their kindness and obedience.
PREPARATION: You will need paper and a pen for the leader, several pieces of candy and your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Life Group Leader and brought to the group each week. In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)
BIBLE STORY & VERSES: II Kings 4:8-17 and Luke 6:38
ICEBREAKER: Ask: What is the best present you have ever received? Why was it the best?
READ: “The Reward” Bible Lesson (on the other side)
Discussion Questions:
1. What did the woman who lived in Shunem do for Elisha? (At first, she fed him and let him stay in her house; later she had a room built for him.)
2. What did Elisha want to do for her? (He wanted to bless her in some way)
3. What was the woman’s need or desire?  (A son)
4. What did the woman receive for her work in helping Elisha? 

(A baby boy!)

Life Application: 

1.  This story tells us that God wants to bless us when we give to others. Tell of a time when you did something for the Lord and you were blessed.  What happened?

2.  Many people think that only pastors or missionaries will receive rewards because they preach God’s Word, but this is not true.  Why isn’t this true?

3. What have you learned from this story?

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Give and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.” Luke 6:38 NIV
ACTIVITY/GAME: “A Terrific Time Toiling Together”
You will need several pieces of candy and sheets of paper or construction paper. Before the children arrive, write the Bible verse on a sheet of paper, and cut the words out.  After you have read the Bible verse several times with the children, here’s a game you can play to help the children learn the Bible verse.

Place the words of the Bible verse on the floor, mixing them out of order. Divide the children in teams of two. One person in the group is the “unscrambler” and the other is the “quoter.” When you say, “Go” the “unscrambler” is to take the pieces of the verse and arrange them in the correct order.  After they have been arranged correctly, the quoter reads the verse. Reward both with a piece of candy. Explain that without the other, neither would have been able to learn the verse. Have the pairs rotate, and rotate positions as well.

Write in the Children’s Prayer Notebook the names of people that the children are praying (their F.R.A.N.). Also, have the children write down the names of people they can invite to their next Life Group meeting.

Return:
Return to the Life Group and have the children recite their Bible verse. If you have time, you can share with the group the Bible story and how God blessed the woman. The children then join in the prayer and fellowship time. 
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“The Reward”

The gift surprised you.  There in your hand was the video game that you had been wanting for a long time but didn’t have enough money to buy.  But now, it was yours.
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Your dad had given it to you for helping around the house while your mother was visiting with her sick mother, who lived in another town. You tell your dad, “Dad, I didn’t work to make you buy me this game.” “I know, Son,” Dad says, “but I wanted you to know how much I appreciate your hard work.  You are a blessing to me and to your mom and I just wanted to say thank you.” Wow! You never thought that by just helping out around the house you would be blessed with something you really wanted, did you? But that’s the way the Lord blesses those who work for Him—by sometimes giving them something that they really need or want.


Here’s a story about a woman who received a very special reward that was given to her after she helped someone out.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Now there was a day when the prophet Elisha was passing through the area of Shunem.  In that place was a very wealthy woman, who after meeting Elisha invited him to eat with her family.  This started a special relationship between Elisha and her family.  Each time that Elisha would pass through the area, she would invite him to stay at her house and she would also make sure he had wonderful meals while he was with the family.

One day, she was speaking to her husband and said, “You know, I believe that Elisha is a great man of God, maybe even a prophet. Could we add an extra room for him so that he can stay with us whenever he comes to our area? We can put a bed, a table, and a chair in the room for him to rest and pray.” The woman’s husband agreed with her and had a room built for Elisha.


After that, Elisha and his servant Gehazi passed through that area and went to the room to rest.  He said to Gehazi, “Call the woman and ask her to come here.” When she arrived, she came in and stood before Elisha.


Elisha said to Gehazi, “Say to the woman, ‘You have been very kind to my servant and me and have fed us and given us a room to stay in.  Is there anything that I can do for you? Do you want me to go and speak to the king or the commander of the army on your behalf?”


The woman said, “Thank you, but I would rather live among my own people and my family.” After she left, Elisha then asked Gehazi, “Well, what can we do for her?” Gehazi answered, “Master, her husband is getting old and she does not have a son who will protect her when she is old.”  Elisha then told Gehazi to call her and ask her to come back. 


When she arrived, Elisha said to her, “At this time next year you shall have a baby boy to hold.” She said to Elisha, “Please don’t play games with me, O man of God.”

But one year later, she had a baby boy, just as Elisha had said. Now that’s what I call a special reward for someone who wanted to help a man of God! The woman never expected to receive such a great gift; all she wanted to do was to help the prophet of God as he traveled and preached God’s Word.


It’s the same way for us, too. When we work to see that God’s word is spread in our school, neighborhood, city and even the world, it pleases God. When you continue to pray for and reach out to and invite your F.R.A.N. (Friend; Relative; Ask someone at school; Neighbor) to church, God is very pleased with you. We must remember that our work for the Lord never goes unnoticed. Sure, people may not see what we do, but we can be sure that God does. God sees and rewards all of us who work for Him and His kingdom.
� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








[image: image4.wmf]_1077976237

