Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 ~ May 9th - 15th, 2010
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 “God’s Top Six!” 
OVERVIEW: The children will learn how to identify attitudes in their lives that are displeasing to God and how to get rid of them and show love instead.
PREPARATION: Write the name of the below list of 6 “dangerous” household items on a separate index card: (set #1) Roach Spray; Medicine; Bleach; Poison; Gun; Sharp Knife.  Write the name of the below list of 6 “dangerous attitudes” on a separate index card:  (Set #2) Bitterness Acid; Rage in a Bottle; Anger Drug; Brawling Soup; Slander Slime; Malice Mixture.  You will also need paper, pen, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Life Group Leader and brought to the group each week.  In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Ephesians 4:30-32
ICEBREAKER: Have the children sit in a circle.  Hold up an index card with the dangerous “household items” from Set #1 and have the children explain why that item could be dangerous for a child to be near.  
Ask:  When Mom or Dad tells you not to go near any of these items, are they being mean?  No!  This is one way of showing they love you by protecting you from something that might harm you.  Parents try to stop their children from doing things that could cause them pain or even hurt them badly.
READ: Ephesians 4:30-32
(Now, take out Set #2 of previously written words on index cards and hold them up as you explain each of them.)  
Say: Did you know that your “bad attitudes” can be just as harmful as the list of items we just talked about.  They can hurt you so badly that they can destroy your spirit and your fellowship with the people you love the most.  Just like the ice breaker game we just played, God gives us a list of some “poisons” He doesn’t want us to touch.  They, too, could cause us and the people we love real harm.  Listen as we look at what each one of these attitudes mean:
Bitterness Acid:  Bitterness inside us is like an acid.  Bitterness is when you hate another person so much you can never forgive them.  You keep remembering the bad things they have done and you hate them more and more.  If you hate people so much, you can become an “ugly” person on the inside.

Rage in a Bottle:  Rage means anger which you cannot control.  Your rage boils over until you do things you do not mean to do.  You forget common sense because you want to hurt others; you may even break or throw something or punch other things or people.

Brawling Soup:  Brawling means screaming and growling like a lion.  We want to tear people down with our words or actions.
Slander Slime:  This means speaking ugly lies about people so that everyone will hate them.  Sometimes it can completely destroy the person you love.

Malice Mixture:  Malice is an attitude of hatred toward others.  You do everything you can to make that person feel miserable.

Anger Drug:  Anger can be a habit.  You get angry so often you always feel angry.  Anger is always in your mind and it can break out of our mouth and actions without warning.  It can be like a drug.  You can’t control it.  Some people live their lives’ angry.
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RETURN:  Return to the Life Group and have the children recite their Bible Verse.  Remind the adults that God wants our attitudes to be like His.  Ask the adults if they have had problems with feelings about someone else that may not please God.  Tell them to confess that feeling to God and “throw it away” just like the children did and replace that feeling with love that comes from God.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.





ACTIVITY:  Spread the cards down on the floor in the center of the kid’s circle.  Go around the circle holding up each index card.  As you hold up one of the cards, have the children talk about the times when they felt like that towards someone else.  (Take the time to explain the definitions again to the children.)  When everyone has had a turn, appoint someone to tear that index card into shreds and throw it into the garbage can.  Say:  “And don’t come back!” as you tear up that index card and throw them away.





Say:  Now, doesn’t that feel much better to have these “poisons” out of our lives?  We’re going to write a letter to someone.  It’s going to be to the Holy Spirit.  We’re going to tell Him we’re sorry for having some of these bad feelings in our house.  Let’s ask Him to fill our house with so much love that there is no room for any of these bad attitudes.





Say:  Bad attitudes start small.  In fact, they are so small that often we don’t even notice them creeping into our lives.  Some of you may know that you already have a bad attitude toward someone else.  Let’s pray for the person you have a bad attitude about now or in the past.  Ask God to take away your bad feelings and replace them with feelings of love.





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “Be kind and tender to one another. Forgive each other, just as God forgave you…”  Ephesians 4:32








