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OVERVIEW: Children will learn that they are precious to Jesus.  

PREPARATION: You will need to choose something valuable or “precious” that you own and wrap it up in wrapping paper. You will also need a cross, the words to John 3:16 with each word written on a separate note card or an individual square of paper, 2 paper hearts cut out of different colored paper for each child, some Scotch tape, a watch with a second hand, an NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Life Group Leader and brought to the group each week. In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: John 3:16
WELCOME: Ask the children about their week and then share about yours. Be sure that every child has a chance to share – remembering that everyone shows respect for the person who is speaking. Sitting in a circle on the floor works best for everyone. Take a few minutes to ensure that the children are settled in their spots and are focused – before you get to the heart of the materials.
ICEBREAKER: Ask: Name one thing that is precious to you and why? It could be your Wii; your new baby brother, a trophy for football or dancing…etc.
WORD:  

· Ask the children to share their own experience about coming to know Jesus as the boss of their lives; then share your personal experience as well. 
· Show the children the package you have wrapped up and have them try to guess what is in it. Pass the package around and as you pass it, tell the children that what’s inside the package is precious to you.
· After every child has had a chance to hold the package and guess what is inside, choose a child to open it up.
· Place the contents in the center of your circle and explain why it is so precious to you.
· Read John 3:16 to the children and ask them to explain how precious each one of them is to Jesus. Invite the children to explain how much more important they are to Jesus than any old package.
· Talk about how God gave His son, Jesus, for the whole world, even for people who hadn’t even been born yet.
· Take the cross and put it in the middle of the circle. Give each child a paper heart and have them write their names on the heart shaped paper and tape them on the cross. 
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE EXPERIENCE: Place the individual words of John 3:16 that you have previously written on the note cards/squares of paper on the floor – face down. Divide the group into 2 groups. Using your watch with a second hand, have the groups take turns turning over the words and putting them in correct order. See which group is the fastest. Let them have a few turns – the more they practice the better they will be. Then, say the words of the verse together. 
F.R.A.N. Prayer – They are precious to Jesus

· Each person, leader and children, say the name of one of their F.R.A.N.’s who does not know Jesus. Ask why the memory verse they just learned is so important for these people.

· Take the second colored heart and write the name of that person on it. Then place the heart on the cross. Talk with the children about how precious these people are to Jesus.

· Ask each person to place their hands on the heart of their friend and pray for them. 

· Hold hands in a circle and tell Jesus how precious He is to each person in the circle. 
· Make a commitment to pray for each other by name during the week.

· As the Kid’s Slot leader this week, be sure to choose one child that you are going to call sometime during week and ask them how you can pray for them and then pray. 
WELCOME BACK!

Welcome the children back into the Life Group. As adults, we welcome them back with enthusiasm and encouragement, being sure to give them our undivided attention.  Then, have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Have the leader explain a little bit about the lesson and how each and every one is precious to Jesus. Bring out the cross with the names of the children and the names of their F.R.A.N. they want to come to Christ that are taped on the cross. The children then recite John 3:16 and then share in the group prayer and fellowship time.
Note to parents/grandparents:

You may notice a difference in the format of the Kid’s Slot this week. It has been taken from and adapted for our Kid’s Slot from a book entitled Living with Jesus Together written by Daphne Kirk. Daphne is an expert in Intergenerational Life Groups/Cells. She, as well as her children Andrew and Daniella, speaks at conferences and churches all over the world. Daphne has been ministering here at Celebration Church for several years and understands our heart’s desire to reach the generations for Christ. Here is their website.   www.gnation2gnation.com
Celebration Book Store has many of her books available. The Children’s 8-book series entitled, “Living with Jesus,” also available in Celebration Book Store, is the amazing discipleship track that the Children’s Ministry recommends and uses for children to go through with their parents or significant adults in their lives. 
Tips on leading a Kid’s Slot:
· Your Kid’s Slot is a guide for you as you minister to the children. Allow the Holy Spirit to flow in and through you as you minister. 
· Encourage everyone’s participation – as the adult, be sure you participate as well. Be careful to use words that a child can easily understand. 

· If you run into a problem with a child during the Kid’s Slot, promptly address them, their parents and your Life Group leader if necessary.
· Have all of your materials prepared in advance.

· Pray for yourself as you lead the children that you will be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s direction. Pray for the children to have open hearts and minds to receive.
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