Where is the Love? 

Life Group Agenda for the week of May 9-15, 2010
WELCOME (15 min) – Welcome everyone.  This is a time for us to focus outward on our relationships with one another.  Share the Goals and 1 Guideline. For the Icebreaker, ask, “What are some names of some of the pets you’ve had?” This week, we continue our series titled, “40 Days of Love.” Let’s stop and pray for our church at this time.
WORSHIP (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus upward on our relationship with the Lord.  Prepare a creative worship time that can be enjoyed by Children as well as adults/teens (you will be releasing the Children to their Kids Slot time after the worship).

WORD (45 min) – This is a time for us to focus inward and discover what the Lord is saying to us individually and collectively through His Word. Read 1 Corinthians 13:5 &  Ephesians 4:31-32.
    We hope that this 40 Days of Love emphasis has been helpful to you in the relationships of life. In this agenda, we are discussing the role of kindness & forgiveness in healthy, godly relationships. As we discuss, think not only in terms of how people have treated you, but also how you have treated others. Loving like we should is an inconvenient action, but one that God expects of us.
1. In 1 Corinthians 13:5, list the four things Paul emphasizes about love?
2. In what ways has God shown these qualities in His love for you?
3. Of the qualities Paul lists, which is the most difficult for you and why?

4. What have you done lately that is an example of what love is not?

5. Do you think this kind of love is natural or easy or does it take work? Why do so many find it difficult to love others the way God expects or intends? 

Break into groups of 2 or 3 (men with men and women with women) for these next questions:
6. Love is not based on circumstances. What circumstances hinder you from loving in a way that is not rude, not demanding, & not irritable?
7. Is there someone in your sphere of influence (your FRAN list) to whom you’ve not been as loving as you could be and what can you do to correct that?
8. How can we pray for one another? (Don’t forget to pray for your FRAN’s)
WITNESS (15 min) – This is a time for us to focus outward on our ministry to the world.
1. Is there someone who has not been as loving towards you as they should be? Write the name of that person on a piece of paper in your Bible and pray for them this week. Ask the Lord what you need to do to forgive them..
2. If you haven’t already done so, plan an event for your group where you can reach out to someone in the church or the community with a practical expression of love.
3. Our next Leadership Summit is May 15th. All leaders and potential leaders are encouraged to attend.
4. Make Shared Ministry Assignments and then Fellowship together.
(Now is the time to welcome the children back into the group and let them share something about what they’ve learned. Have a brief time of prayer with the whole group before fellowship).
