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OVERVIEW: Children will learn how important reading and memorizing Bible verses, even as a little child, are to their spiritual growth.

PREPARATION: You will need markers and paper for each child, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 2 Timothy 3:15 and John 16:3

ICEBREAKER: Sing the “B-I-B-L-E.”  If you don’t know it, just ask the kids, they can help

READ: “God’s Voice in the Bible” 

Bible Story (on the other side)

 QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. What were these Bible verses able to do for Timothy?  (teach him, comfort him, help him, guide him.)
2. When we read the Bible, what do we need to do?  (We need to ask the Holy Spirit to come and help us to understand it.  [John 16:13])
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Pray:  Pray for people who write the Bible into other languages so that the whole world can read and understand it.  Pray for people 
who have Bibles but never read them.  Ask God to help you read the Bible every day.



When Jesus was living on the earth, only the Old Testament had been written.  Ordinary people like you and I could not have had their own copy of the Old Testament.  It was very expensive because it had to be written by hand.  There weren’t any computers back then.  People had to go to the church to hear someone read the Old Testament because many people could not even read.  The only way they could remember God’s Word was by hearing it over and over again to memorize it.  Some people spent their whole lives reading the Old Testament trying to understand it.  Some people only read the bits they liked and didn’t bother with the other bits.  But the Bible teaches that ALL the Bible is good for reading, teaching and correcting.

Listen to this story about a man named Timothy:

Timothy was Paul’s friend.  Paul was one of the writers of the Bible.  Timothy had a Christian mother and grandmother.  What a blessing!  When he was only a little boy, his mother started teaching him Bible verses from the Old Testament.  But she could not read them from a Bible book.  She didn’t even own a Bible.  She had to go to the church and listen to the teacher read Scriptures from rolled up paper called a scroll.  She would make it a point to memorize the words and then go home and teach them to her son.  Timothy’s grandmother also knew many verses.  As Timothy grew older, he learned to love and desire to read and understand the Word of God for himself. Timothy was greatly used by the Lord to teach and lead people to the Lord. Even though Timothy was a young man, he was a wonderful man of God and did great things for the kingdom…so can YOU!
BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Heaven and earth shall pass away but my Word shall never pass away.”  Matthew 24:35








ACTIVITY:  Open up your Bible and show the children the index to the books of the Bible.  Explain that the Bible is ONE book with one AUTHOR, which is God Himself.  Several people have written down what God told them to write, so that is why you see so many different books that make up the Bible.  The Bible is always correct with never a mistake in it, because God told the men the words to use.





Say:  Let’s say you are going to spend time with God.  You take your Bible along with you to begin.





Ask:


What do you do before you start?  (Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand)


How do you decide where to start?  (You could use some Bible reading notes or maybe look up your Bible study lesson or Children’s Church lesson.)


What do you do when you have finished reading?  (Ask God what He wants to say to you.  Give Him time to speak to you.  Don’t be in a hurry.)


When you understand what God is saying, what do you do?  (You say, “Yes, Lord.)





Have the children draw a picture of an opened Bible and write their Bible verse across it.  You can help draw a Bible for the little ones and help with writing in their Bible verse.











RETURN:  Return to the Life Group. Have the children recite their Bible memory verse.  Share with the Group the picture of the Bible and how the words will last forever.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.





“GOD’S VOICE IN THE BIBLE”


(Based on 2 Timothy 3:15)
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