Kid’s Slot SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 – March 21st – 27th, 2010
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 “Giving God Your Best!” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn that the Lord wants them to do everything they do with excellence…as if they were doing it for Jesus, himself. Everything they are, have and do…is the Lord’s.
PREPARATION: [Please refer to the CRAFT ACTIVITY for complete details of what is needed.]  You will need several pieces of construction paper, magazines, glue, and scissors for each child, envelopes, and markers.  You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Colossians 3:23-25

ICEBREAKER: Ask: What would your parents say if you only cleaned half your room and left the other half all messy? What would they say if you shoved all your clothes under your bed and didn’t hang up anything in your closet or put any of your clothes in your drawers?
READ: “PUZZLE OF LIFE” Bible Story (on the other side)
QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. When we give our hearts to Jesus, should we keep some parts for ourselves?  (No, give Him everything.)
2. What should we be ready to do with the things God has given to us to use?  (share them with others)
3. When should we give our best? (all the time - in anything we do)
4. Make a list of who you can invite to our Easter Weekend…
 




Paul was a great leader of the early Christians who gave everything he had in his life to the Lord Jesus.  Paul wrote 13 letters in the New Testament about how God would want us to live as Christians and one of the things he told us was that when we give our lives to Jesus, we give Him all of our lives, not just pieces of it.


When we give our lives to Jesus, we should give Him everything.  As our memory verse says, we do all that we do for the Lord Jesus…no matter if we’re cleaning your room, washing dishes, picking up your stuff, raking leaves, doing your homework, sweeping the kitchen floor, reading your Bible, coming to church. Everything that we are and everything that we do and have belongs to the Lord.  Our lives are like this puzzle.  (Take out the puzzle you made as a sample.)  Without Jesus in our lives, we feel empty because something is missing, but when we give our hearts and lives to Jesus, He puts all the pieces together.  Suppose someone says, “I’m giving my heart to Jesus, but I still want to cheat on my spelling tests, because that’s the only way I can make an “A.”  They are keeping a piece of the puzzle for themselves.  Making Jesus the Lord of our hearts and lives means we give Him everything and do everything as if we were doing it for Jesus, personally.  Let’s make a list of some of the things in our lives that affect us as children.  [Let the children make suggestions.  Your list may look something like this:]

“I give Jesus everything I am, I own and do…and I do my best with my…
1. Time

2. Money

3. Friends

4. Family

5. Belongings (clothes, toys, pets, etc.)

6. Problems

7. Joys (fun things I do, hobbies, entertainment…, etc.)

8. Future plans
9. School/Tests
Now, take out your envelope with your puzzle in it and let’s write some of these words on the back of our puzzle pieces.  (Have the children write some of the words that are on the list you worked on.)  When we give all this to Jesus, we make Him the Lord of our hearts.  He becomes the “boss” of our lives.  Then, He gives all these things back to us and lets us use them again, in a way that is pleasing to Him.  But we must always remember that everything belongs to Him, and we should be ready to share our lives and our things with someone else if Jesus asks us to.  Try trading puzzles with the person next to you, keeping a few pieces for yourself.  Is it hard to put their puzzle together with some of their pieces missing?  Of course it is!  Now, give your friends the missing pieces.  Is it easier now?  That’s the way it is with our lives when we hold on to pieces of it instead of giving it ALL to Jesus!  Paul said, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men….it is the Lord Christ you are serving.”   
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men….it is the Lord Christ you are serving.” Colossians 3:23-24





CRAFT ACTIVITY:  “HEART PUZZLE”


Preparation before Class:  You will need to look through old magazines or an old calendar and choose a whole page picture to use as the children’s puzzles.  It can be a picture of people, an advertisement, or an animal…Next, draw a large heart on a piece of construction paper, one piece of construction paper per child.  Then draw lines to make a “puzzle” of the heart.  The children will glue their picture to the construction paper and cut out their own heart puzzle as their craft and as an object lesson for the story.  BEFORE you read the story “Puzzle of Life” on the back, say to the children:  


“We’re going to make our very own puzzle.” (Give each child a picture and a piece of construction paper that you have already drawn a “puzzle heart” on.)


“Cover the BACK of your picture with a thin layer of glue.  Then, paste on the construction paper.  Then cut out the heart that I have drawn on the other side.  After you have cut out the heart, then I want you to cut out the pieces of your puzzle.   See, now you each have your very own handmade puzzle and they look great!  Put your puzzle pieces in your envelope and we’ll use them later.  Listen as I tell you a story about your puzzle heart.








PRAYER TIME: 


“Let’s put all our puzzle pieces back in our envelope and pray together.” Thank you, Lord Jesus, for letting me use all these good things that I have written on my puzzle.  Help me to be willing to share them with anyone who needs them whenever you ask me to.  Help me to trust you with the problems and hard times that happen.  I love you, Lord Jesus.  Thank you for loving me and giving me joy in serving you.  Amen.





PUZZLE OF LIFE


(Based on Colossians 3:23-25)





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite the Bible Memory Verse.  Let the children show their envelopes with their puzzle pieces in them.  Have each child pull out a piece of their puzzle and read what’s on the back.  Explain that when someone gives their heart and lives to Jesus, then they need to do all that they do with excellence…as if they are doing it for the Lord.  Have the children pray with the Life Group and share in the fellowship time together. 








