Kid’s Slot – March 14th – March 20th, 2010
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn how to obey God and those whom God has placed in authority over them, especially their parents.
PREPARATION: You will need tape, an umbrella, and 5 pieces of paper or note cards labeled:  GOD (tape his name to the top of the umbrella) then tape these names on the rest of the umbrella: POLICE, PARENTS, TEACHERS, and SMALL GROUP LEADER. You will also need your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook. (This is a notebook that is kept by the Life Group and brought to the group each week.  In it are written the prayer requests of the children.)

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Colossians 3:20
ICEBREAKER: Have the children talk about one of their favorite things to do with their mom and/or dad…or another significant adult in their lives – like their grandparents.
READ: “God’s Umbrella of Protection” 

Bible Story (on the other side)

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. [image: image1.wmf]What are some things that your parents tell you to do that you really don’t want to do?  (Clean room; do your homework; go to the doctor; go to bed; take a bath; brush your teeth; stop watching TV or playing a video game…)
2. What happens when you obey them, or disobey?

3. What are some things that may happen when you obey or disobey your teacher?  

4. What are some ways you can be obedient in church?
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Say: This umbrella represents authority. Do you know what the word “authority” means?  If you have “authority” that means you have the power to give commands, take action and make final decisions. It means that you’re the boss – the one in charge. 

Why do you use an umbrella when it’s raining?  That’s right! It does protect you from getting wet when it rains. You can also think of authority as protection. God placed people like police, parents, teachers and pastors in authority over you.  If you choose to obey them, it’s like keeping an umbrella of protection up over our heads.  If you disobey them, it’s like closing the umbrella and moving out from under it and having consequences that aren’t good for you.  If you get out from under the umbrella, maybe it won’t rain right away, but sooner or later it will rain, and you will get wet.  If you disobey authority, things may look alright for a while, and you may think you got away with it. But…you are no longer protected and sooner or later you will have problems.  Let’s look at some situations that might happen when you obey or disobey these authorities.

1. GOD:  God is the main authority.  All authority comes from Him.  That’s why I put Him at the very top of the umbrella.  God gave you the Bible to teach you how to live. He wants you to obey people who are in authority over you.  If you obey what God says in the Bible, you can be protected by God.  If you disobey, there could be serious results.  
2. PARENTS:  The next authority in your life is your parents, or if you live with them, your grandparents. The things your parents tell you to do are for your good. If they tell you not to play in the woods, and you disobey, you may get poison ivy or be scratched by thorn bushes.  If they tell you not to eat cookies before dinner, and you disobey, you could get an upset stomach or maybe you will not be hungry for healthy food.  Parents give you jobs to do so that you will learn responsibility when you are young.  If you obey, you will be ready for more important jobs when you are older.  Sometimes your parents punish you when you disobey.  None of you like to be punished.  But you should be glad that your parents love you and care enough about you to help you learn to do right. God is pleased with you when you obey them.
3. POLICE:  The police are part of our government.  God says they are placed in authority for your good, to protect you.  Sometimes you will see police directing traffic on a busy street.  They are there to keep you from being hit by a car and getting hurt.  Even if there doesn’t seem to be any danger, you should obey the laws and the directions of the police.  If you do, you are obeying God’s authority and can live in peace and safety.

4. TEACHERS:  In school, your teacher or coach has authority over you to teach and train you. Your job is to obey them. When you are at school, your parents usually are not there in the room with you. Your parents have placed you under the teacher’s authority while you are their. Obeying your teacher or coach pleases God.
5. SMALL GROUP LEADERS/MINISTERS: At church, your Small Group Leader and Children’s Minister are some of the people God has placed in authority.  Because they love the Lord and are willing to obey Him, God will direct them as they lead you.  If you follow their direction, God will be pleased with you.   When you obey your Small Group Leaders, you will be able to hear the truths that they want to share with you.
These are just some of the people that God has placed in authority over you.  Remember, authority is for your protection and for your good.  If you obey those in authority, you are obeying what God tells you to do and it will go well with you.  If you disobey, you are no longer protected and may suffer harm and danger.  Will you choose to obey?
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE:  “Children, obey your parents in every way, for this pleases the Lord.” Colossians 3:20





ACTIVITY:  


Open up the umbrella and tape the word “God” on the top.  Tape the other four words, POLICE, PARENTS, TEACHERS, and PASTORS, to the sides of the umbrella.  As you tell the story, begin with the umbrella open.  Point to each area of authority and protection as you hold the umbrella open up over your head.  When you speak of disobedience, hold the umbrella away from your head - down by your side.  This activity will help the children understand the protection the Lord provides when a child is in submission to authority.





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group and bring the umbrella.  Explain how the Lord wants you to submit to the authority He has placed over you – especially their parents.  Open the umbrella when you are telling about obeying authority and hold it away from your head when you share about disobedience.   Then, have the children recite their Bible memory verse and share in the prayer and fellowship time.





“God’s Umbrella of Protection”


(Colossians 3:20
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