Kid’s Slot – Feb. 21st – Feb. 27th, 2010 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
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OVERVIEW: Children will learn how to “throw away” their bad attitudes.

PREPARATION: You will need index cards, (look in the story on the back of this lesson to make a list, in advance, of the words that you will write on index cards, for the Prayer Activity) markers, scissors, scotch tape, a trash can, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Colossians 3:8-10; 12
ICEBREAKER: Pretend you are going to take a trip on a plane. Give everyone a pretend ticket and a pretend suitcase. You be the “flight attendant.” Read the following list of items that are NOT ALLOWED on the plane: guns, knives, illegal drugs, a bomb, etc.  Choose one child in the group to be the “police dog” that sniffs the pretend suitcase to make sure it’s safe.  Let the group have fun with this!

READ: “The Wrong Suitcase” 

 QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. Can people with bad attitudes ever please God? (No)
2. What are some bad attitudes?  (rage, anger, malice, filthy language – remember to explain these words….)
3. What some kinds of attitudes that we have which are pleasing to God?  (compassion, humility, kindness, gentleness and patience)



Read aloud:  Colossians 3:8-10; 12
Say:  When we decide to follow Jesus, we already have some things in our lives which Jesus does not like.  For instance, some of us have learned to be selfish and demanding.  We learned how to throw a “temper tantrum” to get our own way.  Even adults do that sometimes.  We have learned how to be mean, and tell lies about other people.  Jesus says that we cannot bring sin into His kingdom.  It would be like bringing a bomb into heaven.  You cannot sneak these things into the Kingdom and think God will not notice.  He knows everything that is in your heart.

Say:  Let’s make a list…we’re going to make a list of the things that you cannot bring with you on your journey into God’s Kingdom.  I’m going to re-read verses 8-10 that I read earlier from Colossians.  I want you to say STOP as I read something that God says He wants us to get rid of.  (Be sure to write down these words and what they mean in advance, on separate index cards. When it’s time for the activity, you will have everything ready.  The children may have trouble understanding what the words mean:  anger, rage [really mad], malice [hateful feelings], slander [saying bad things about others], filthy language [bad or ugly words], and lies.)

Say:  Now, I’m going to read verse 12 and I want you to say GO when I read something God wants us to bring with us on the journey to God’s Kingdom.  (Here’s the complete list:  compassion [tenderness], kindness, humility [not bragging], gentleness and patience.  Keep both lists for the prayer activity.)

Continue with the Bible Memory Verse and Prayer Activity listed on the front of this lesson, using the index cards with the “good” attitudes and “bad” attitudes. As you do the activity with the children, these index cards will be taped to a child’s clothing and then discarded in a trash can, if their attitudes don’t please God.
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“The Wrong Suitcase”


(Based on Colossians 3:8-10; 12)





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Therefore…clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”  Colossians 3:12








RETURN:  Return to the Life Group. Let child take a turn sharing with the adults about something in their attitude or actions that they have “thrown away.”  Have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  The children then share in the prayer and fellowship time.








PRAYER ACTIVITY:  Have a large trash can close by.  Choose one child from your group to be “Dirty David or Dirty Debbie.”  Give each child an index card with one of the negative attitudes you just talked about and tape it to “David or Debbie’s” body.  Then let that child walk out of the room or area.  Stand at the door and open it saying:


“We’re very glad to see you David and Debbie, but if you want to come with us on the journey to the Kingdom of God, there will have to be a few changes made.”  One by one, have the children take off the index cards with the negative words/attitudes. 





Say:  Let’s replace these things with what God wants us to bring with us on the journey to the Kingdom.   Tape the good words that were written on index cards to the person or choose another child.





Ask:  Is there something that YOU are carrying along with you that you need to get rid of?  Ask the children (you do this, too) to write it down on an index card (things like fighting with my brother/sister, not listening to my parents, being mean to kids at school, etc.)





Say:  You see…we need to ask God to take these bad attitudes away from us.  Let’s pray to God for some help…let each child pray for what the need to get rid of…what they wrote down on their own index card…





Dear Lord Jesus, I want to get rid of the bad attitudes I am carrying in my life, but I keep on doing them anyway.  If I hand (say whatever a child has written on their card) over to you, I know you will take it away from me.  Thank you for changing me!  In Jesus’ name, Amen.





Bring the trash can into the center of your circle.  As the children pray, have them throw away the things that God doesn’t want in His Kingdom by tearing them up into pieces and putting them in the trash. Write down each child’s name and what they are “throwing away” in the Children’s prayer notebook.





Say:  If you see yourself carrying some of these bad attitudes with you during the week, stop and say out loud, “I threw that attitude into the trash can last week and I don’t want it back!!”




















