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OVERVIEW: Children will learn what “righteousness” means and how they can become righteous before God.

PREPARATION: You will need paper, markers, slips of paper written with the suggested words found in the Activity “Art in the Dark”, a blindfold, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: 2 Corinthians 5:21

ICEBREAKER: Ask: What is your favorite kind of clothes to wear? Dressy? Casual? Sports? Comfortable?
READ: “What a Deal!
QUESTIONS TO ASK:

1. Why did Adam have a great relationship with God at first?  (Because he was righteous or ‘right’ before God)
2. What broke the relationship between Adam and God and made Adam unrighteous?  (Sin)
3. Who was the child that came to crush the serpent’s head?  (Jesus)
4. How does the Bible describe our own righteousness?  (As a filthy garment or piece of clothing; dirty rags.)
5. How can we trade our own ‘dirty rags of unrighteousness’ for the ‘clean white robes of righteousness’?  (By accepting Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for our sins.)
Ask:  Have you accepted what Jesus did for you on the cross?  If so, how has it helped you?  If not, would you like to do it right now?

[If there are children in your group that have not accepted Jesus or are unsure, take the time to pray with them right now!]

Dear Jesus,

I know that I sin and I need your forgiveness.  I believe that you died on the cross to pay for my sins.  I want to turn from my sin and follow you instead.  I invite you to come into my heart and my life. In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen







When God created Adam, He created him perfectly in every way.  Adam had a perfect relationship with God and was righteous because he had no sin in his life.  Being righteous, means being ‘right’ before God.


Adam also enjoyed the blessings of being righteous:  health, prosperity, and absolutely no fear!  But, most of all, he had a great relationship with God.


Suddenly, it all changed.  The devil, disguised as a serpent, crept into the Garden of Eden and tempted Eve to eat the fruit that God and told them not to.  Eve ate the fruit and so did Adam.  By making the choice to listen to the lies of the devil, Adam made a choice to sin.  As a result of what he did, Adam’s relationship with God was broken.  Instead of being righteous or ‘right with God’ he became unrighteous.


God then told the serpent (that no good Satan!) that one day a child (Jesus) would be born that would crush the serpent’s head, which meant that the child would make right what went wrong.


Have you ever played with a puzzle and tried to squeeze a piece of the puzzle into a spot that it doesn’t fit?  It’s just not right!  That’s what our righteousness had become.  God is a holy and righteous God.  No sin can come before Him. God is righteous while we are unrighteous.  Just like the wrong puzzle piece, we no longer fit before God, because of our sin.


The Bible says that our own righteousness is like wearing dirty, filty clothes.  Would you wear your play clothes, all dirty and smelly, to go see a great King?  Of course not!  Neither can we come before God in our own righteousness. 


The Bible tells of a time when Jesus was speaking to a crowd of people and telling them that whoever was hungry and thirsty for righteousness would be filled.  Then He said something very important.  He told the people that unless their righteousness was greater than the righteousness of the Pahrisees, they would not go to heaven.  What did Jesus mean?  Everybody in the city admired and wanted to be like the Pharisees.  People thought they were right before God because of the way they acted.


The Pharisees were the religious leaders of the time.  They knew the Scriptures in their minds, but not in their hearts.  They knew about God, but did not know  Him.  The Pharisees would walk around in long robes and pray loud prayers so that the people would notice them.  They hoped that the people would think that they were right before God; but they were not.  Jesus said that they were like freshly painted tombs with white paint in a cemetery:  beautiful and clean on the outside, but full of death on the inside.  The Pharisees were religious, but had no relationship with God.  That’s what being religious means. Doing good things and going to church will not get you to heaven.  While it may look right, it will never make us right before God.


Jesus came and did what none of us could do:  shed His innocent blood for the unrighteousness (sins) of the world.  Jesus came to make right what Adam made wrong, so that we can go to heaven.  We can go to heaven because of Jesus’ righteousness and not our own. 


The Bible says that God took Jesus, who never sinned and made Him become sin for us, so that we might become righteous through Him.  Jesus trades us a pure clean, white robe for our filthy, smelly clothes.  What a deal!


Have you traded your dirty clothes for the clean white robe that Jesus offers you through His death on the cross?  At the end of this lesson, I am going to give you a chance to pray to Jesus and accept His righteousness instead of your unrighteousness.
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “God made Jesus who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”  2 Corinthians 5:21








ACTIVITY:  “ART IN THE DARK”


Choose one child to be the artist.  Give him/her a pencil and a pad to write on.  Show him the slip of paper on which you have written a word like the ones suggested below.  Have him return to his seat and put the blindfold on him.  Give him 30-45 seconds to draw the word you gave him.  Shout “stop” and let the artist display his ‘work of art.’  Have the other children try to guess what it is.  If a child correctly guesses, then he gets to be the next artist.  Make sure everyone has a turn. Some suggestions for words to use:  socks, garden, basketball, scissors, caterpillar, camel, toenail, diaper, smoke, zebra, wheelchair, puzzle, clown, pretzel, school bus, tornado, cry. Feel free to add your own ideas!








Some suggestions for words to use:  socks, garden, basketball, scissors, caterpillar, camel, toenail, diaper, smoke, zebra, wheelchair, puzzle, clown, pretzel, school bus, tornado, cry.





Prayer Activity:  Have the children get in a circle and pray for one another and their special prayer requests.  Write down their prayer requests in the Children’s Prayer Notebook.





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  Have the children recite their Bible Memory Verse.  Share with the adults any decisions the children made during the lesson.  The children then join the rest of the Life Group in prayer and fellowship time.





“What a Deal!”


(Based on 2 Corinthians 5:21)








