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 “No Planting, No Growing” 
OVERVIEW: Children will learn about the importance of storing treasure in heaven and not on earth.

PREPARATION: You will need an apple and a knife or apple slicer, paper, crayons or markers, glue, your NIV Bible and the Children’s Prayer Notebook.

BIBLE STORY & VERSE: Luke 6:38; Mark 10:17-30

ICEBREAKER: Ask:  If you were a farmer, what would you grow?  Why?

READ: “Richer than Rich” 
QUESTIONS TO ASK:
1. Why do farmers plant seeds?  (So they can grow things.)
2. Do farmers plant seeds expecting to receive what is grown?  (Yes!)
3. What did Jesus tell the rich young man to do?  (Sell all that he had and give to the poor.)
4. Why did Jesus want him to do that?  (To show that he would receive much more than he already had.)
5. Will we who give to the Lord receive anything?  (Yes!  We will receive one hundred times as much, in this life and in heaven.)
LIFE APPLICATION:  
DISCUSS:               

1. When we receive money, it is easy to forget that ALL money belongs to the Lord, and He wants us to give as an act of worship and trust in Him. Or sometimes, we want to do the things we want to do with our time instead of spending time with the Lord.  Tell of a time when you did not give to the Lord money and/or time when you KNEW you should have.  What happened?

2. What have you learned about giving of yourself from this story?

3. What other things should you remember about planting “seeds” for the Lord?  (i.e., patience, expectancy, etc.)



What is your favorite fruit to eat?  Maybe it’s apples, oranges, or bananas.  Each of these fruits grows on trees that were planted by a farmer who wanted a big harvest.  


Now, when was the last time you think an apple tree grew only one apple on it?  If the tree grew only one apple, a farmer would not want to plant it because it wouldn’t be worth the time or money it takes to grow the tree.  But a farmer plants seeds so that they will grow and produce much fruit for him and his family.


Here’s the story of a man who had much to plant, but decided not to:

One day as Jesus was walking down the road, a man came running up to Him and knelt down before Him.  The man asked Jesus, “Good Teacher, what can I do that would guarantee that I would go to heaven?”  Jesus answered, “Why are you calling Me good?  There is only one Person who is good, and that is God.  But you know the commandments, ‘Do not kill anyone;’ ‘Do not tell lies about people;,’ ‘Do not steal anything;’ and ‘Show honor to your father and mother.”


The young man, still looking for the answer he wanted said to Jesus,  But Teacher, ever since I was a small child, I have done all of the things that you have said.”  Then Jesus began looking at the young man and felt a strong love for him.  Jesus then said, “You may have done everything that I have said, but there is one thing left that you need to do.  Go, sell all that you have and give the money to people who are poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, and be with Me.”  When the young man heard this, he was very sad at what Jesus said because he was a very rich man.  He then left unhappy.


When Jesus saw this, He looked around at the people following Him and said, “It is very hard for someone who has much money to go to heaven.”  Now when Jesus’ disciples heard this they were surprised at what He said.  Jesus told them again, “My children, it is very hard for someone who trusts in his riches to go to heaven. In fact, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a small needle than it is for a rich person to enter heaven.”


The disciples were then very surprised, saying to themselves - “Well, then who can be saved?”  “It is impossible for men to save themselves,” Jesus said, looking at the disciples, “but with God, everything is possible.” 


Peter then approached Jesus and said, “Lord, we have left all that we have to follow you.” “I promise you, Peter,” Jesus said, “There is no one who has left their homes, lands or families for Me and the kingdom of God who shall not receive one hundred times as much in this life.  They will receive houses and lands in the life that is to come in heaven.”


Boy, I would say that Peter and the rest of the disciples probably breathed a big sigh of relief when Jesus told them that.  The disciples, unlike the rich young man, had done like farmers do ~ they  planted their riches into the kingdom of God, and they expected a great harvest of fruit.

When Jesus told the rich young man to sell all that he had and give his things to God, He wasn’t doing it to be mean or cruel.  He wanted the young man to realize that he would have received far greater riches by planting into the things of the Lord.  He would not just have enjoyed the fruit of his planting on earth, but more importantly, he would be granted eternal life in heaven.


God wants us to be blessed here on earth.  The best way to do that is to give some of the money that we receive and our time to God.  When we do that, it’s just like planting seeds.  And just like a farmer plants seed in the ground, expecting to receive a harvest, we must give our seed to the Lord and expect that we too will receive a harvest.


So remember that we are to be like farmers, and farmers that do not plant will not grow. 
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~taken in part from The Children’s Ministry of Bethany World Prayer Center
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:  “PLANTING SEEDS”


Take an apple and slice it down the middle where the children can look at the seeds in the core of the apple.  Let each child take a seed and glue it to a piece of paper.  They can then draw an apple tree with apples on it.  Explain that it only takes one seed to make an apple tree with lots of apples on it for people to eat.  Give each child a slice of apple to eat.  Explain that it takes faith for the farmer to plant a seed and “know” that the seed will grow into a tree that he can harvest fruit from.  It takes faith for us to “plant” our good works for God and know that we will reap a “harvest” someday in heaven.   





RETURN:  Return to the Life Group.  After the children recite their Bible Memory Verse to the adults, have them show the adults the pictures of the trees they have made with an apple seed glued to the bottom of the tree.  The children then pray with the adults for the Lord of the Harvest to help their seeds to grow! The children then share in the fellowship time together.





BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: “Give and it will be given to you.”  Luke 6:38








“Richer than Rich”


(Based on Mark 10:17-30)








